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By Sarah Pickett
The Herald

MELROSE – It has served as a makeshift 
schoolroom in the aftermath of tragedy 
and its bell used to alert citrus farmers of 
impending winter frosts that could damage 
their crops. Now, 150 years later, Melrose 
United Methodist Church at 5802 Hampton 
St. not only celebrates a birthday, but gets an 
official state historical marker to capture the 
church’s place in history.

The official Florida Heritage Site marker 
was unveiled April 14 at a church celebra-
tion. The church is now the fifth entity in 
Melrose to be granted heritage site status by 
the Florida Department of State and its Divi-
sion of Historical Resources. Other Florida 
Heritage Sites in Melrose include the Mel-

rose Woman’s Club, the Melrose Cemetery 
and Melrose High School. 

“People are interested in history and 
I think they are very pleased to see yet 
another marker go into Melrose,” said Ruth 
Berkelman, historian for Melrose United 
Methodist Church.

Berkelman completed the church’s 
application from the state and researched 

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY MELROSE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

At top left, is a look at Melrose United 
Methodist Church in the 1800s, compared to a 
moden-day photo at top rights. To the right is 
a shot of the historical marker being unveiled 
at the church in a recent celebration.

Methodist church now a Florida Heritage Site

150 Years

SEE HERITAGE, 2

By Kile Brewer
The Herald

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Members 
of the Keystone Heights City Coun-
cil moved forward with a three-year 
engineering services contract – with one 
exception. 

Before the council was a contract 
with Michael Baker International Inc., 
a Jacksonville-based engineering con-
sultant that would oversee city projects 
going forward 
into the next 
three years of 
capital projects 
on an as-needed 
basis. 

Vice Mayor 
Steve Hart spoke 
in favor of the 
contract, but 
wanted one 
portion removed 
that he thought 
would prevent the 
city from enforcing damages. 

“Under this provision we couldn’t 
seek consequential damages if we had 
a project that delayed another project 
and then the bidding cost went up,” Hart 
said. “My recommendation is that that 
clause would be stricken in its entirety.”

The article, titled “Waiver of Conse-
quential Damages,” would prohibit the 
city or consultant from enforcing any 

City council
extends 
Baker contract

SEE COUNCIL,  14
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Green and yellow citrus fruit
 5. Type of clock
10. Die
14. A hammer needs one
15. Leopard (Hebrew)
16. In the Hebrew calendar
17. Away from wind
18. Type of footwear
19. Malaysian coastal city
20. Arm bones
22. A type of diligence
23. Banquets
24. Home of The Beatles
27. Electromotive force
30. Small amount
31. Type of cola
32. Adult female
35. Astronomy unit
37. Hall of Fame
38. Type of gazelle
39. Places
40. Women from the Mayflower
41. Liquid served with food
42. Predatory semiaquatic reptile (abbr.)
43. Angle (abbr.)
44. Touched lightly
45. Cannister
46. Crony
47. Tell on
48. Body of water
49. Sorts out

52. Mammary gland of female cattle
55. Collegiate athletic conference
56. Sword
60. Protein-rich liquids
61. Emaciation
63. Italian seaport
64. Agreement
65. Chinese ethnic group
66. University of MiamiÕs mascot
67. People who buy and sell securities
68. Genus of mosquitos
69. Holds up your head

CLUES DOWN
 1. Two-toed sloth
 2. Impudent behavior
 3. The right to take another’s property
 4. Refers to end of small intestine
 5. Mandela’s party
 6. Inserted strips of fat before cooking
 7. Secret love affair
 8. Responds to stimulation
 9. Wife
10. Desert mammal
11. A nearly horizontal passage from the surface into 
a mine
12. Uncommon
13. __ Kristofferson, actor
21. Where buildings are built
23. Chain attached to a watch
25. Holiday (informal)
26. Clod

27. Synchronizes solar and lunar time
28. Australian eucalyptus tree
29. Aerosol propellant
32. Coats with a sticky substance
33. Master of ceremonies
34. The venerable __, British theologian
36. A baglike structure in a plant or animal
37. Witch
38. Strike with a light blow
40. The First State
41. Satisfies
43. A way to fish
44. Magnetic tape used to make recordings
46. For each
47. Flower cluster
49. Closes off
50. One who supports fanatically
51. Type of vaccine
52. Approves food
53. Hoofed grazing animal
54. Drearily dull
57. Youngster
58. __ Clapton, musician
59. Take a chance
61. Yearly tonnage (abbr.)
62. Female sibling
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the appropriate information including data, 
including original maps, GIS data, changes 
in architecture, and the original build date of 
the church.

“The designation process lasted approxi-
mately two years and consisted of an exten-
sive amount of paperwork and research,” 
Berkelman said.

Berkelman had to research and locate 
a lot of historic documentation, either from 
books or Works Progress Administration 
records from the Great Depression and 
pulling out historic references to verify the 
date the church was built and any structural 
changes to the building since, said Berkel-
man. She worked with Historic Melrose, the 
Alachua County Historical Commission and 
many members of the community to find 
the historical information needed.

Once she gathered the historical data, 
Berkelman sent the application to Tallahas-
see for approval. The text written on the 
plaque also required approval of several 
parties including the pastor, the church’s 
council and the state, whose board meets 
quarterly. 

The church has a long history of serving 
the Melrose community as a fire alarm, a 
warning for freezes and a signal for the ar-
rival of Waldo steamships into Melrose Bay. 
The church structure that was built in 1879 
is the historic site and is the original sanctu-
ary. It was the first church established in the 
original plat of historic Melrose, according to 
Berkelman, who spent summers attending 

the church with her grandparents.
The bell in the church tower is what 

alerted people to community meetings and 
it played a major role in the community, 
said Berkelman. In 1947, after the Melrose 
school burned down, the church served 
as a classroom for first-and-second-grade 
students. 

Upon expansion of the church halls, the 
church opened its doors to local Boy and 
Girl Scouts organizations and YMCA sum-
mer day camps. Melrose United Methodist 
Church also played a role in founding the 
Lake Area Ministries program, started the 
Pak-a-Sack Program for children at Melrose 
Elementary and continues to hold a yearly 
Valentine’s Day party for disabled adults in 
the community. 

The church’s contribution to the Melrose 
community and history is what encouraged 
Berkelman, after becoming the church’s his-
torian, to apply the church for designation 
as a Florida Heritage site. 

The church council, the congregation, 
and many others in the Melrose community 
sparked interest when she presented the 
idea. 

The church continues to serve the com-
munity with its active congregation of about 
35 members. A homecoming ceremony is 
being planned later this year for a rededica-
tion of the newly-placed marker. 

Now that the church is an official Florida 
Heritage Site, “this designation may benefit 
the church in applying for grants to recon-
struct the original steeple and reproduce 
some of the original features of the church,” 
Berkelman said.
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Sheriff talks 
crime in Middleburg 
By Kile Brewer
The Herald 

MIDDLEBURG – The June 11 town hall 
meeting in Middleburg offered Clay County 
Sheriff Darryl Daniels and a few of his 
top-ranking deputies the chance to speak 
directly to the community. 

The event – the second event of its type 
– began with Daniels saying how poor the 
turnout was at a similar event in the Oakleaf 
community. About 35 residents joined more 
than a dozen CCSO deputies who took up 
much of the room inside the Middleburg 
Civic Association building. 

Drugs and school resource officers 
became the top two topics of discussion for 
the event. Attendees appeared extremely 
concerned with the drug problem in the 
area, with some raising concerns over hav-
ing personally observed drug deals in broad 
daylight. The sheriff and his staff assured 
attendees they are there and will continue 
to eradicate drugs from the area and Clay 

County.
“We’re still going to be out there. I’ve seen 

people upset that we’re stopping vehicles 
and we’re doing things that are holding 
them up as they go places, and I apologize 
for that, but I’m not going to apologize for 
trying to stop the drug trade out there,” said 
Chief Wayne McKinney. “[In the last two 
months] we did 472 traffic stops. One of 
the things I found interesting was the total 
vehicle searches we did was 126 and we 
made 98 drug arrests, that’s a pretty high 
percentage of the people we actually search 
that actually have dope in their car.”

According to the Sheriff’s Office, they are 
finding the drugs through more enhanced 
investigations at routine traffic stops. Patrol 
vehicles are stopping cars for moving viola-
tions, but will ask the driver first if they have 
anything illegal in their car, and then they 
will ask for permission to search the car. If 
permission is denied, the sheriff reminded 
the audience that they can legally say no to 

SEE CRIME, 7
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Opinions 
The views and opinions expressed on this page are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Keystone Heights Herald. 

Eric Cravey

This Month 
in History

Send us a letter ...
We’d like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned about the county commission, the school board or your city council or commis-

sion, sit down and take a few moments to write us a letter.
All we ask is that you keep it civil, no name-calling and write no more than 600 words. All we ask is that you stick to local issues, be clear 

and make a point. We reserve the right to edit for AP Stylebook errors, grammar and spelling. In your email, type Letter to the Editor in your 
subject and send it to Managing Editor Eric Cravey at eric@opcfla.com. We look forward to hearing from you!

Drama and power grabs 

Fight over judicial 
vacancy ratchets up
By Drew Wilson
FloridaPolitics.com

A state appeals court quickly stepped 
into a legal battle about whether a 
Northeast Florida judge should be 

elected or appointed by Gov. Rick Scott and 
cleared the way for an appointment process 
to at least temporarily continue.

The 1st District Court of Appeal is-
sued an order after a flurry of activity that 
included Scott administration attorneys 
filing a request late 
Monday to block a 
ruling earlier in the 
day by Leon County 
Circuit Judge 
Charles Dodson.

The lawsuit, filed 
by Jacksonville at-
torney David Trotti, 
is part of a handful 
of disputes in recent 
years about whether 
the governor has the 
power to fill certain 
judicial seats – or whether the seats should 
be filled through elections.

Trotti contends that an upcoming 
vacancy created by the retirement of 4th 
Judicial Circuit Judge Robert Foster should 
be filled in the November election, while 
Scott’s lawyers say the position should be 
filled through appointment.

Foster was expected to leave office Jan. 
7, 2019, which would be the end of his term, 
because of a mandatory retirement age. But 
on April 2, Foster sent a letter to Scott mak-
ing the retirement effective Dec. 31, four 
business days ahead of schedule.

The Scott administration takes the 
position that the governor’s acceptance of 
a judicial resignation before the start of an 
election-qualifying period creates a vacancy 
that will be filled by appointment, rather 
than election. The 4th Judicial Circuit is 
made up of Duval, Clay and Nassau coun-
ties.

In the challenge filed by Trotti, Dodson 
ruled last week that the seat should be filled 
by election and issued an injunction against 
the Scott administration and a judicial nom-
inating commission from moving forward 
with an appointment process. The state 
appealed Dodson’s ruling last week, which 
placed an automatic stay on the decision.

But Monday, Dodson again ruled in 
favor of Trotti and vacated the automatic 
stay – and complained that the Scott ad-
ministration had essentially ignored his 
earlier injunction. Dodson pointed to a May 
16 hearing in which he said the nominating 
process should “cease immediately.”

“If the governor and secretary of state 
had any doubt about that, there should 
have been a motion for clarification or 
something of the like filed,” Dodson wrote 
Monday. “Instead it was as if I had not ruled. 

SEE FIGHT, 5

Drew Wilson 

If you were looking for something 
entertaining to watch on television 
this week, you should have checked 

out Clay County’s newest drama.
It’s called “Power Grab: the story of a 

misinformed chairman.”
The story began to unfold last 

fall when the Board of County Com-
missioners 
appointed the 
Charter Review 
Commission. 
Under state 
law, because 
Clay County 
government 
operates under 
a charter-
based form of 
government, 
the county 
commission is 
required to empanel a Charter Review 
Commission every four years to review 
the county’s governing documents.

According to CRC chair Amy Pope-
Wells, this week’s installment of the 
commission’s drama began to unfold 
June 1 when she said she received “42 
messages” from constituents who were 
concerned about a Clay County School 
District employee who was seen assist-
ing a candidate file for office at the Clay 
County Supervisor of Elections office 
while, she believed, was on the school 
board clock at the time of the spotting. 
Ooh, looks and sounds like a spy drama, 
doesn’t it?

However, to the outside, it looks like 
Cornfield County.

“When consulting with the CRC 
attorney. He advised that we collect all 
the information and share it with them, 
with the body[meaning the CRC mem-
bers],” Pope-Wells told county commis-
sioners Tuesday.

I would have loved to have been 
able to hear the county commission 
members’ inside thoughts when Pope-

Wells was speaking, especially since she 
was speaking about something that was 
absolutely none of her business or that 
of the CRC.

But, thank God for true leaders 
like Gayward Hendry. He was the only 
county commissioner who sought to 
gingerly tell Pope-Wells she was off 
base. Way off base, in fact.

“I don’t see as there’s anything to 
resolve,” Hendry said.

Pope-Wells refused to understand 
what Hendry said.

Allow me to assist.
You were appointed to attend to 

matters involving the Clay County 
government and its charter. The Clay 
County School District does not fall 
under nor is governed by the county 
charter. Deductive reasoning – which 
we’re supposed to be taught in about 
third grade if my memory suits me right 
– creeps in and tells us Pope-Wells did 
not clearly understand her duties.

Or, she perhaps is attempting to 
grab some freshly-tilled power of her 
own in hopes of running for public 
office herself one day. A lot of previ-
ous CRC members have done just that 
– Travis Cummings, Brian Campbell, 
Michael Kerekes, to name a few from 
recent years.

Perhaps, the saddest scene from this 
week’s installment of “Power Grab” is 
that the BCC chairman made a poor at-
tempt to tell Pope-Wells that the school 
district was not under the CRC’s body of 
work it had been tasked with. Yet, Pope-
Wells continued to ramble on giving 
those attending the meeting in person, 
online and on cable a glimpse into her 
really confusing bad information.

She even threatened to hold another 
CRC meeting if she does not get an an-
swer from the school district regarding 
the employee’s time card she said she 
requested as a public document. This is 
a power grab. Back home in Georgia, I 

SEE POWER, 5

Word of the Week is a feature that 
aims to help readers boost their vocabu-
lary in a meaningful way that has practi-
cal application. Each week, our editorial 
staff presents a word, its definition and its 
use in a sentence.

Oleaginous: An adjective verb mean-
ing “marked by an offensively ingratiating 
manner or quality.”

“In a recent column in Washington 
Post, conservative columnist George Will 
called Vice President Mike Pence oleagi-
nous saying Pence had a ‘talent for toady-
ism and appetite for obsequiousness’.”

5 years ago, 2013
The Clay County School Board was to 

take up a proposal from Keystone Heights 
High Principal Susan Sailor to add the Army 
National Defense Cadet Corps at the school 
as a means of stemming the drop-out rate.

n
The Florida Department of Transpor-

tation prepped to hold public meetings 
where citizens could learn firsthand about a 
proposal to widen Blanding Boulevard from 
Old Jennings Road to County Road 215 
beginning in 2015.

n
The Clay Board of County Commission-

ers put the final touches on a $1.2 million 
Boundless Playground on Moody Avenue 
in preparation for a community dedication 
celebration.

10 years ago, 2008
St. Vincent’s Medical Center officials 

held a public ceremony to showcase the 
site it purchased to build a new 98-bed hos-
pital alongside Branan Field Road. The facil-
ity had an estimated cost of $115 million.

n
County Manager Fritz Behring told the 

county commission that the state’s passage 
of Amendment One – the Save Our Homes 
amendment that increased the homestead 
exemption – would extract $8.4 million 
from the county’s 2008-09 budget.

n
U.S. Army Chaplain Assistant Quincy J. 

SEE HISTORY, 5
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The nominating process kept going. My 
order was not even a bump in the road.”

But Scott administration attorneys filed 
a motion late Monday with the 1st District 
Court of Appeal requesting reinstatement 
of the stay on Dodson’s earlier ruling. They 
said the Florida Constitution and earlier 
cases – including a case filed by Trotti in 
2014 – make clear that Scott has the author-
ity to appoint a replacement for Foster.

The appeals court Tuesday morning 
issued an order giving Trotti until Friday to 
respond to the Scott administration’s mo-
tion. It also said the appointment process 
can at least temporarily move forward.

“The automatic stay … shall remain in 
effect to permit the Fourth Circuit Judicial 
Nominating Commission to continue its 
interview and nomination process, pending 
a final ruling on the (Scott’s administra-
tion’s) motion for review by this court,” the 
one-page order said.

Trotti, who lost the 2014 case, sought 
to qualify to run for Foster’s seat but was 
denied. Dodson’s ruling last week said 
Trotti should be listed on the state Division 
of Elections website as qualifying to run 
for the judgeship. Dodson wrote that the 
“creation of an artificial appointment” had 
occurred.

But in the motion filed late Monday, 
Scott’s attorneys said Dodson’s order would 
put Trotti into office by “default.” Qualifying 
for judicial races ended last month.

“Here, the undisputed facts establish 

Fight
from page 4

that Judge Foster’s resignation was tendered 
and accepted by the governor before the 
election process commenced at the begin-
ning of the candidate qualifying period,” 
the motion said. “The governor is therefore 
constitutionally authorized and obligated 
to fill the vacancy by appointment, and 
the secretary of state is prohibited from 
qualifying candidates for a judicial seat 
that will not be filled by election. Because 
appellee’s (Trotti’s) arguments are contrary 
to the language of the Florida Constitution 
and well-established precedent, he cannot 
demonstrate a likelihood of success on the 
merits.”

Drew Wilson covers legislative cam-
paigns and fundraising for SaintPeters-
Blog and FloridaPolitics.com. While at 
the University of Florida, Wilson was an 
editor at The Independent Florida Alliga-
tor and after graduation, he moved to Los 
Angeles to cover business deals for The 
Hollywood Reporter.

could hear my uncle telling Pope-Wells, 
“You need to mind your own business and 
get back to work.”

Her comments regarding the school 
district, at face value, looked like an attempt 
to cast shade on that body’s integrity.

And for those constituents who mes-
saged Pope-Wells. Please, take a Leadership 
Clay class so you can learn more about Clay 
County or something similar.

The CRC held its final public hearing on 
June 13. In that hearing, commission mem-
bers – if they all show up – have their last 
opportunity to hear from voters about two 
proposed charter amendment questions 
that will be on the ballot this fall. On average, 
about seven of the 15 appointees have not 

been attending meetings since the pay hike 
issue was brought up and quickly passed.

One ballot measure asks voters to 
modify the current term limit ordinance to 
allow county commissioners to serve three, 
four-year terms, whereas, currently the char-
ter only allows two, four-year terms.

The other amendment asks voters to 
kill a 10-year-old citizen-initiated charter 
amendment that capped BCC member pay 
at $37,500. This ballot measure gives BCC 
members pay hikes for the next four years.

Perhaps it’s time for the county commis-
sion to address whether a CRC is an actual 
viable entity it needs to utilize in the future? 
If nothing else, please thoroughly educate 
these CRC members as to clearly what their 
roles are.

Regardless of what you do, please be-
come informed. 

Power 
from page 4

Green, 26, a native of 
Orange Park, died as 
a result of sniper fire 
in Tikrit, Iraq while 
assigned to the 601st 
Aviation Support 
Battalion, 1st Com-
bat Aviation Brigade, 
1st Infantry Division, 
as part of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom.

n

20 years ago, 1998
Clay High Principal Pete McCabe al-

lowed Sam Spencer III to walk across the 
graduation stage with the Class of 98, 52 
years after he completed high school. In 
1946, when he finished, however, Spencer 
could not afford a cap and gown, so he did 
not get to walk that year.

n
Forty-five students at Wilkinson Junior 

High in Middleburg were treated to lunch at 
Golden Corral near Orange Park via luxuri-
ous limousine rides for their outstanding 
scores on the FloridaWrites! Assessment.

n
The Board of County Commissioners 

instructed the county attorney to write a de-
mand letter to recoup $53,276 in legal fees 
racked up in a protracted legal battle with 
ousted former Clerk of Court John Keene.

  
30 years ago, 1988

Clay County Sheriff Jennings Murrhee 
said deputies arrested Kenneth Steven West, 
21, for raping and robbing a convenience 

store clerk at knifepoint at a store at the in-
tersection of U.S. Highway 17 and Hibernia 
Road on Fleming Island. West escaped to 
Clay from the Dixie County Correctional 
facility.

n
More than 1,000 National Guard troops 

from Alabama, Florida and South Carolina 
converged on Camp Blanding for annual 
training exercises.

n
Orange Park Town Council Member Ron 

Raymond stormed out of a council meeting 
protesting a rezoning request that his fellow 
council members voted down. If passed, the 
measure would have allowed a new 120-bed 
nursing home to be constructed on Wells 
Road.

40 years ago, 1978
Green Cove Springs City Council 

discussed purchasing the Clay County 
Development Industrial Park from the Clay 
County Development Authority on grounds 
that the city could obtain economic devel-
opment grants for infrastructure that the 
CCDA could not.

n
Sale of delinquent county property tax 

certificates brought in $155,094 for Clay 
County.

n
Green Cove Springs City Manager Bill 

Snow announced the termination of Linda 
Lester as city planner saying she had been 
given “a fair chance” to improve her perfor-
mance.

Quincy J. Green

By A.G. Gancarski
FloridaPolitics.com

FLEMING ISLAND – Republican state 
Sen. Rob Bradley is doing his part to stem 
the impending “blue wave” in Florida poli-
tics, via a fundraiser on the open waters.

Specifically, a July 20-23 Disney 
Cruise, booked in May via the Fleming 
Island Republican’s Working for Florida 
Families political committee.

Those dates indicate the cruise will 
be aboard the Disney Dream, christened 
by Jennifer Hudson in 2011. The itinerary 
shows the vessel plans to anchor in Nas-
sau on the second day of the journey, fol-
lowed by a stop at Disney’s private island 
Castaway Cay on Day 3.

The second night of the three-night 
fundraiser will give attendees the opportu-
nity to “party like a pirate” – not the scary 
kind, of course.

Per Disney’s description, the celebra-
tion of all things swashbuckler encourages 
guests to dress up like a buccaneer and 

“eat like a scalawag” – options include 
“Jolly Rogers Barbecue Rib Salad” and 
“Pirates Gold-en Pot Stickers” – before 
hitting the deck with their mateys for a 
Pirates of the Caribbean-themed party 
and fireworks show.

The booking, including event venue, 
lodging, food, and beverage, came in at 
$65,260. The Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee Chairman told us Thursday that 
the expenditure covered “costs associ-
ated with an upcoming fundraiser” for 
the committee, with “all proceeds [going] 
toward 2018 Senate races.”

This will be a group sail, not a charter, 
Bradley added.

There is recent precedent for a Disney 
cruise fundraiser.

 According to reporter in the Miami 
Herald, former House Speaker Steve Cri-
safulli organized a similar event in 2013. 
The buy-in then was a $50,000 contribu-
tion to the Republican Party of Florida.

Sen. Bradley and Co. to embark 
on Disney cruise fundraiser

SEE CRUISE, 10
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SEE YOUTH, 14

By Chase Carle
The Herald

ORANGE PARK – A glimpse of past pain 
briefly marred the startling intense gaze of 
Alexis Bastin as she spoke about what led 
her to this point. An abusive father had her 
feeling worthless and without purpose in 
life. Losing one of her closest friends only 
served to send her even further down a dark 
path. Sneaking out and skipping school 
became the norm. Substance abuse was just 
another way to escape those feelings. Then 
an encounter with a Clay County Sherriff’s 
officer changed everything.

“He showed up at my house when me 
and my mom were having an argument. He 
told me that I needed to change my life or 
I was going to end up in jail if I kept go-
ing down the path I was going down,” said 
Bastin. “He recommended the academy as a 
way to avoid that.”

The academy Bastin is talking about is 
the Florida Youth Challenge Academy.

Established in 2001, the academy is a 
voluntary boot camp style alternative high 
school based on the campus of Camp Bland-
ing. The program, which is open to students 
statewide, is funded by the Florida National 
Guard, state departments of Juvenile Justice 
and Children and Families, while the teach-
ers are provided by the Clay County School 
District. 

Bastin was one of 137 cadets who gradu-
ated from Class 34 on June 12. Class 34 
started with over 170 cadets, but for various 

reasons, only 137 made it to graduation and 
the graduation ceremony.

The class completed the almost six-
month program and are moving on to the 
next stage in life. Some will be going to col-
lege, some to the military or the workforce 
while others will be returning to their local 

high schools to complete their education 
there.

Bastin will return to Ridgeview High near 
Orange Park where she plans to graduate 
in 2020 although she hopes to use credits 
she’s earned at the academy to speed up the 
process.

These Class 34 cadets from the Florida Youth Challenge Academy at Camp Blanding are all smiles 
as they say goodbye to the military-like program and move on to the next chapter of their lives. 
The academy tracks graduates’ success up to one year after graduating.

Cadets graduate from Class 34 at FLYCA
While she says the first few weeks were 

rough, Bastin quickly began to flourish in 
the academy. She was placed in multiple 
leadership roles, including becoming the 
Platoon Sergeant for First Platoon, also 
known as the Cougars. She excelled at 
physical training, won numerous awards 
and was always eager to help and motivate 
other cadets. Bastin was also part of the 
Ambassador Program where she travels 
and speaks to everyone from teachers to 
government officials about the academy 
and what it is doing in her life.

“I didn’t have respect for anyone, now I 
have complete respect for everybody,” said 
Bastin. “I’m in the habit of saying yes sir and 
yes ma’am to everbody.”

The change was noticeable to everyone 
she knew, according to Bastin.

“I thought I deserved the world, I was 
entitled. I’ve learned work before play,” said 
Bastin. “When I first went home, my family 
was like ‘whoa’.”

The graduation ceremony proceeds as 
normal, with some noticeable differences 
from a usual high school graduation.

The class was first introduced by pla-
toon rather than the class as a whole with 
each platoon performing their own unique 
drill routine to introduce themselves. 

The guest speaker for the ceremony 
was Alice Sims, assistant secretary for the 
Florida Department of Juvenile Justice. She 
talked about the importance of what she 
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a search, and they will bring a police dog to 
do a quick sniff-sweep of the exterior of the 
vehicle. According to the sheriff, and the 
law, the entire stop should take no longer 
than the 30 minutes allowed for a typical 
traffic stop. 

“If you ain’t doing nothing wrong, you 
ain’t got no problems,” Chief Kenny Stivers 
said. “The dogs are trained to hit on dope 
scent – if you don’t have dope in your car, 
but the guy who rode with you to Winn-
Dixie was smoking dope, the dog is going 
to hit on your car. So understand, OK, take 
some responsibility. If you’ve got a pothead 
friend, don’t let him ride in your car.”

The sheriff then went on to talk about 
the amount of police work that is done 
on a daily basis that the department does 
not publicize, including the recent seizure 
of four kilograms of uncut fentanyl and 
$55,000 cash, and the same person being 
caught with a trafficking amount of heroin 
on Fleming Island, according to the sheriff. 

“There’s a lot of things that go on that 
you have no idea about what’s happening. 
There’s men and women who work in an 
undercover capacity that put their lives in 
serious danger to keep you safe and you’ll 
never ever hear about them,” he said. “You’ll 
never hear about the fruits of their labor 
because we don’t publicize everything.”

The drugs the sheriff discussed Monday 
were recovered as part of an active investi-
gation alongside the State Attorney’s office, 
according to Public Information Officer 
Chris Padgett, and no arrests have been 
made as the narcotics unit is still gathering 
evidence to ensure all parties involved are 
caught.

“Narcotics is a different realm because 
they work [with undercover officers and 
confidential informants] on these types 
of cases,” Padgett said. “Documentation 
doesn’t always get submitted because it is 
very active intel.”

As the drug arrests conversation died 
down, the sheriff was asked about what was 
going to happen regarding School Resource 
Officers in Clay County Schools. The sheriff 
took a firm position early on that he was not 
happy with the plan set in motion by the 
Clay County School District, and that going 
forward he expects deputies serving as 
school resource officers in each school. 

“I’ll say this, that is not the ideal scenario 
for Clay County – my opinion – but the 
school board has elected to fund school 
resource officers being in the high schools 

Crime
from page 2

and junior high schools and then they would 
like for guardians to be in the elementary 
schools,” Daniels said. “It came down to 
money, not Sheriff’s Office money, school 
board money. The law says that the school 
board owns the SRO program.”

Daniels said that the guardian program 
wasn’t something he had to agree to. Despite 
his distaste for the idea, though, he said he 
would support it temporarily.

“I don’t have to participate in the guard-
ian program, I can say, ‘We’re not gonna do 
a guardian program in Clay County,’ now 
that puts it back on school board to fund up 
school resource officers for all the schools,” 
he said. “Where are they going to get the 
money from in short fashion? They’re not, so 
this is the prudent thing to do.”

Daniels said at one point that maybe 
someone from the school board, or that 
Superintendent Addison Davis should have 
been invited so that they could have an-
swered questions specifically related to their 
budget and decisions regarding the issue. 
Though not present Monday evening, Davis 
responded to some of the questions asked 
from the school’s perspective. 

“As Superintendent of Schools, I agree 
that funding should be placed on visibility 
and accessibility of law enforcement,” Davis 
said. “In our school district it was an under-
funded mandate. With that said, it’s very 
clear that, to have school resource officers 
in every school would be $5.6 million, which 

we do not have.”
Davis said he has a shared goal with 

Daniels to put school resource officers in 
every school across the county.

“I aspire to put SROs in all of the schools, 
but right now we don’t have the [financial]
resources to do that,” Davis said. “We’re 
doing what we can while still focusing on 
teaching and learning. We can’t remove 
instruction and curriculum and continue 
to provide accelerated opportunities for 
our students to compete not just locally but 
nationally.”

Daniels cited the July 1 deadline for the 
school district to submit a list of applicants’ 
names to the sheriff who will then move into 
the 144 hours of training required by the 
state for those chosen as guardians. 

“There are people who, a little over 30 
people, have applied to fill the roles as 
guardians. It’s kinda odd because the people 
have to already be employees of the school 
district to even be considered for guardians,” 
Daniels said. “The spirit of the way that the 
law is written was so that a current school 
employee who has a concealed weapons 
permit, who wants to be in this program, 
would be in the program. But the district 
went a different route, or is going a different 
route, and they’re hiring from the outside 
and gonna make these people employees.” 

Daniels said he’s not concerned with 
whether or not they’re current employees 
as long as they pass a background check, 

psychological examination and other 
requirements involved in the 3.5-week 
training course. Daniels said that every time 
he gets the opportunity he asks Davis for 
the list of names, seemingly concerned with 
the amount of time it would take to train the 
guardians, but that he should be fine as long 
as he has the list by the July 1 deadline. 

Davis said the district is treating the pro-
cess with great importance, and they have 
had almost double the number of applicants 
that Daniels cited who are already undergo-
ing interviews with a panel of experts who 
Davis pulled to help with the hiring. 

“We have had over 65 apply, and we have 
been vetting internally this week,” Davis said. 
“Included on the panel is a deputy from the 
sheriff’s office to make sure we are selecting 
the right individuals.”

Davis continued about the district’s joy 
in the amount of interest they have received 
for the positions, and that he is working to 
get the candidates’ information to the sheriff 
as soon as possible to get training underway.

“We are excited about the pull with 65 
candidates, we’ll be able to narrow that 
down to 30 candidates and probably send 
more than 30 to the training,” Davis said. “We 
are excited that the Sheriff is willing to work 
with us to fulfill that need while we seek 
additional funding that would place SROs in 
every school. We’ll have the list to him this 
week so they have it in hand a few weeks 
early.”

STAFF PHOTOS BY KILE BREWER

Clay County Sheriff Darryl Daniels shakes 
hands with Gary Newman June 11 at the 
Middleburg Civic Association building dur-
ing the sheriff’s town hall meeting with the 
public.

Sheriff Darryl Daniels not only brought along plenty of administrative staff to the town hall, but was 
also joined by County Judge Kristina K. Mobley and BCC Chairman Gavin Rollins, who are both 
up for re-election this year. Daniels told the approximately 35 attendees that the meetup was way 
more well-attended than a recent similar event he hosted in the Oakleaf community.
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Clay man hopes to unseat Rep. Ted Yoho
By Wesley LeBlanc
The Herald

FLEMING ISLAND – It’s not often that a 
sitting U.S. Congressman faces an opponent 
from their own political party, however, 
this year that is the case with U.S. Rep. 
Ted Yoho(R-3) of 
Gainesville.

First elected in 
2012 after defeating 
incumbent Rep. Cliff 
Stearns of Ocala – a 
feat many pundits 
believed could never 
happen – Yoho faces 
a primary challenge 
from a Clay County 
man who has never 
ran for political 
office.

On Aug. 28, Republican voters will head 
to the polls to choose between Yoho and 
Judson Sapp, 40, of Fleming Island. The 
winner of that race will go on to face the 
top vote-getting Democrat who will emerge 
from a field of three candidates on that side 
of the aisle – Yvonne Hayes Hinson, 70, Tom 
Wells, 67, and Dushyant Gosai, who did not 
return calls for this article. 

Born and raised in Clay County, Sapp 
graduated from The Bolles School before 
attending Florida State University where he 
received a bachelor’s degree in philosophy. 
According to Sapp, his degree weighs heav-
ily into both how he lives his life and how 

he plans to work in Congress, should he be 
elected. He has garnered endorsements 
from former state Sen. Jim Horne, former 
Clay County Sheriff Rick Beseler and Green 
Cove Springs City Councilman Van Royal.

“Philosophy teaches you to listen to 
an argument and weigh both sides before 
making a decision,” Sapp said. “Politics have 
become a team sport and it shouldn’t be like 
that. Let’s weigh the argument and when it 
isn’t Constitutional, let’s use common sense 
to work through our problems and disagree-
ments.”

Beyond his degree, though, Sapp be-
lieves his time serving as CEO of W.J. Sapp 
& Son Inc., his family’s railroad construction 
business, will serve him greatly in Congress, 
specifically when it’s time to make a deal.

“You take the best deal you can get,” Sapp 
said. “If you have a deal that is 100 percent 
bad and a deal that is 20 percent bad, you 
take the 20 percent bad deal because it’s the 
best you can get. You take that deal today 
and renegotiate when you can and that’s 
common sense.”  

Wells, who is based in Gainesville, is 
a theoretical physicist who earned his 
bachelor’s degree at California Tech and his 
doctorate at the University of Maryland. His 
education has taught him how to work with 
what he’s got and how to solve a problem 
despite parameters set around it. 

“Throughout my education and working 
for the Department of Defense and various 
other companies, you get a lot of problems 
where you have very little support. You’re 

Judson Sapp

SEE YOHO, 9

Tom Wells 

expected to find the problem and solve it 
and while looking at these [work-related] 
problems, I began looking further out and 
I saw in dismay the continuing demise of 
democracy,” Wells said. “That’s why I’m tak-
ing what I’ve learned and hoping to bring it 
to Congress.”

Hinson, who 
also calls Gainesville 
home, is planning 
to use her master’s 
degree in special 
education to take 
a more holistic ap-
proach to problem-
solving in Congress, 
should she win the 
seat. 

“We all need 
hope, insurance, 
good healthcare, to take care of our chil-
dren, to restore our families and unify them 
once more and we all want to provide great 
education for our children,” Hinson said. 
“Well, all want our earth in good health – we 
only have one – and together we can thrive. 
I believe we all want that and I don’t think 
these are isolated things.”

For Hinson, there are five pillars that 
her platform stands on – education, family, 
health, justice and the earth. While she 
views each pillar as important, Hinson 
seems especially passionate about educa-
tion and that might be due in part to her 45 
years as an educator, with 15 of those years 
spent as a principal. She is retired now.

“Right now, I feel like schools, especially 
public schools, are under attack. Resources 
are being moved away from the public to 
a pseudo-privatized system,” Hinson said. 
“I know personally how education can 
transform a person’s life and family as it’s 
the cornerstone of America but right now, 
education is being used for profit and it 
shouldn’t be that way.” 

For Sapp, he believes parents should 
have more options on the table when decid-
ing how their children will be educated, but 
he also believes schools are currently un-
derfunded. Clay County teachers are about 
to receive a health insurance premium hike, 
and not only does Sapp think there should 
be more money available to education, but 
to educators as well to help with drastic 
increases like this. 

“Our teachers are about to receive a 
massive insurance increase, a 29 percent 
premium increase, and that’s just not 
acceptable,” Sapp said. “And this isn’t just 
teachers getting hit by insurance, it’s all of 
America. It’s time for a real change for insur-
ance in America.”

Specifically speaking, Sapp believes 
Congress should allow a more competitive 
marketplace, abolish employer mandates, 
reduce coverage requirements and provide 
more transparency in the marketplace 
such as price disclosures. Both Hinson and 
Wells agree that American healthcare needs 
reform but unlike Sapp’s desire for a more 
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competitive marketplace, Hinson and Wells 
believe the country should adopt single-
payer healthcare, more specifically in the 
form of HR 676. 

“[HR 676] establishes medical care for 
all and gives all of us free healthcare that 
includes all necessary care, medical and 
dietary, dental, etc.,” Hinson said. “The 
Congressional Budget Office reviewed it 
in 2014, the bill is complete, and it said we 
could save $380 billion. There are people in 
America that can’t buy groceries because 
they have to make a choice between grocer-
ies and drugs and we should not be living 
with these extremes.”

Wells believes in HR 676 as well, al-
though he said it needs to be more fleshed 
out, and he believes the reason America 
hasn’t yet adopted single-payer healthcare 
is because of corporations and their rela-
tionships with members of Congress. 

“These corporate donor owners of our 
Congress suggest laws to Congress, like 
those regarding health care, and these laws 
get passed and it gives tax money to those 
companies with no benefit to us,” Wells 
said. “In Switzerland, they spend $7500 per 
capita and in America, we spend $10,500 
per capita. Despite the extra trillion we 
spend, 115 million Americans are not cov-
ered by adequate health insurance.” 

All three candidates believe strongly 
about veterans and say it’s time the country 
treats them better, specifically in how 
they’re cared for following their time in the 
military. 

“We sent people to war and don’t know 
how to truly bring them back,” Hinson said. 
“We need to help them transition back into 
life. Veterans deserve more than we are 
giving them.”

Wells specifically believes that incum-
bent Yoho, who could not be reached for 
comment for the story, has not treated 
veterans well enough, despite what the 
Congressman actually says. 

“Ted Yoho went to town halls and fo-
rums last cycle and would frequently say to 
veterans in the audience that over half of his 
staff time was spent dealing with veterans 
issues,” Wells said. “If your party didn’t cut 
the administrative budget of the VA and 
leave 370 staff positions unfunded, then 
you would probably get zero complaints. 
Veterans only complain when it’s justified 
and they certainly have things to complain 
about with Yoho and his party.”

Sapp agrees that the VA is underfunded 
and certainly needs change. 

“Our veterans, men and women who 
risked their lives to protect ours, deserve 
better,” Sapp said. “Veterans Affairs need a 
complete overhaul from the ground up.” 

In terms of his party, the Republican 
party, Sapp believes it’s time for the era of 
New Republicans. Specifically, he believes 
it’s time that his party truly take government 
out of individuals’ lives and pocketbooks as 
much as possible. For him, the Grand Ole 
Party has lost its luster.

“I believe the party has become very 
polarized. We’re called the Grand Ole Party 
for a reason and I feel we’ve lost our shine,” 
Sapp said. “It’s time to pass the torch to a 
new generation and party leadership needs 
to be cognizant of that.

“As a Republican, there’s a lack of sup-
port for the President from the party,” Sapp 
said. “Right now, what we’re seeing is one 

Yoho
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Yvonne Hinson

man’s will despite Congress. I will support 
our President.”

For Wells, he believes it’s time for both 
parties, not just Democrats like himself, to 
remove corporations from their pockets. 

“I would share that many people with 
good intentions have gone to Congress and 
upon arriving there, 
they get poached,” 
Wells said. “The 
reason is that the 
environment is 
designed to corrupt 
and in both parties, 
each Congressman 
is basically required 
by party leaders to 
spend several hours 
a day calling big 
donors begging for 
big money.”

Hinson believes the Democratic Party 
has no faith in winning the seat this year. 

“I frankly don’t believe the Democratic 
Party believes this is a winnable seat but 
I’m out here to show my party that there is 
an option and that I believe it’s winnable,” 
Hinson said. “We need someone to take 
a holistic approach and restore domestic 
tranquility to each and every family and that 
will be my goal.”

Financially speaking, Dushyant, who 
could not be reached for comment, has 
come up with the least in his campaign hav-
ing only raised $1,298, but has spent $1,118 
so far. Hinson has raised the second-least 
so far with $12,871.92. The Florida Election 
Commission said she’s raised $17,872 but 
$5,000 of that was a loan Hinson took out. So 
far, she’s spent $9,545.42 and she attributes 
this amount of money raised to the lack of 
her party’s support.

“[My finances raised] just go back to the 
Democratic Party and how they really don’t 
think this seat can be won,” Hinson said. “But 
I have faith. We can win this.”

Wells raised $19,515.73 and while the 
FEC said he’s raised $22,515.73, which in-
cludes a $3,000 loan from Wells. To date, he’s 
spent $19,791.91. 

Of those opposing Rep. Yoho, Sapp has 
raised the most so far with $58,595 and has 
spent $34,769.36. 

Yoho, though, has raised significantly 
more than his opponents cashing in at 
$466,058,64--the reason this number is so 
much higher likely has to do with the fact 
that Rep. Yoho is the incumbent. So far, he’s 
only spent a little more than half of his con-
tributions with his expenditures coming in 
at $240,300.59. Overall, Sapp’s platform can 
be best summarized as a platform whose 
foreign policy is that America comes first 
and that the country should stand with its 
allies and firmly against its enemies. Sapp 
also believes in the right to keep and bear 
arms, the right to life and is himself, pro-life, 
a more accessible and competitive health-
care market, less government in your life 
and your pocket, stronger border security 
and a staunch stand against illegal immigra-
tion. Finally, he believes America deserves 
more quality education, with more choices 
for parents, and a stronger dedication to 
honoring the country’s veterans. 

“We are at a unique time in human his-
tory where Florida 3 can actually make a 
difference,” Sapp said. “On Aug. 28, if voters 
aren’t happy with Congress, they can make 
a choice and vote someone else in. If you’re 
happy with the way Congress is doing busi-
ness, I’m not your choice.”

For Wells, his platform is based quite 
heavily on the belief that corporations 

should no longer have their hands in the 
pockets of Congress members and that by 
removing their hands from the pot, America 
across the board can be changed for the bet-
ter. Wells believes in single-payer healthcare 
for all Americans, criminal justice reform 
and an end to systemic racism and oppres-
sion and reform in American income. He 
believes that middle-class and lower-class 
working Americans have been overshad-
owed by the upper-class and big-money 
corporations. Finally, he believes in clean 
air and water for all, including a tax on 
greenhouse gas sources that can be used 
to reward those using clean and renewable 
energy, a better education system, the legal-
ization of marijuana and an inexpensive and 
expedient pathway to citizenship for those 
wishing to come to America legally and for 
the 11 million undocumented immigrants 
living, working and paying taxes in the U.S. 

“I have been inoculated and immunized 
against corruption,” Wells said. “I have eight 
grandchildren and each of them is a shot in 
the arm. I will not deviate from my stances 
for them now, in office or any time thereaf-
ter.”

Hinson’s platform again goes back to 
her five pillars of education, family, health, 
justice and the earth. Hinson thinks that it’s 
time to ensure prosperity for America’s mid-
dle-class, strengthen American families and 
take a multi-faceted, 21st Century approach 
to healthcare. Finally, Hinson promotes 
stronger regulations on semi-automatic fire-
arms and gun safety, a justice system that’s 
actually just, with an end to mass incarcera-
tion and systemic oppression, and she plans 
to fight for a safe and forward-thinking ap-
proach to the environmental issues America 
faces not only today, but will one day face in 
the future as well. 
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Cruise
from page 5
Disney and subsidiaries have donated 
over $45,000 to Bradley’s committee since 
its inception, illustrating a shared political 
vision. Contributions to Bradley’s commit-
tee swelled after he was named the Senate 

budget chair in November. Working for 
Florida’s Families pulled in back-to-back-
to-back six-figure hauls heading into the 
2018 Legislative Session, and since Bradley’s 
District 5 seat isn’t up this cycle, much of 
that cash is indeed likely to go toward boost-
ing the re-election campaigns of his fellow 
Republican Senators.

School Board signs SRO agreements
By Wesley LeBlanc
The Herald

FLEMING ISLAND – All Clay County high 
schools and junior high schools are set to 
receive resource officers until the end of the 
2019 school year.

During its regular June 7 meeting at 
Fleming Island High, the Clay County 
School Board voted to approve four differ-
ent agreements that work together to ensure 
junior high and high schools receive the 
added security of a resource officer on cam-
pus during school hours. These agreements 
were created in collaboration with the 
Board of County Commissioners, the Clay 
County Sheriff’s Office, the City of Green 
Cove Springs and the Town of Orange Park, 
and their respective police departments.

The first agreement signed was between 
the board, the BCC and CCSO, and lasts 
from July 1 to September 30, 2018. This 
agreement acts to put a school resource 
officer in Bannerman Learning Center, Key-
stone Heights High, Clay High, Middleburg 
High, Fleming Island High, Ridgeview High, 
Orange Park High and Oakleaf High. It also 
stations an SRO in Wilkinson Junior High, 
Lakeside Junior High, Lake Asbury Junior 
High and Oakleaf Junior High. 

This agreement, as well as the other 
three signed that night, come as a way to 
abide by the recently-passed, but signifi-
cantly underfunded, Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School Public Safety Act that 
requires each Florida school district to as-
sign at least one SRO to every school using 

one of three given options: SROs, school 
guardians via the Guardian Program, or 
outside security forces. These options can 
be used in any combination as well. For the 
past four months, the Clay County School 
District and Board have worked to comply 
with the new act via multiple meetings and 
negotiations among elected officials.

The first agreement signed will come 
with a cost of $245, 878 from the district’s 
general fund, but during the meeting, Super-
intendent Addison Davis said that there is a 
chance the BCC covers this cost.

“Mrs. Kopelousos did call me today and 
she said that the BCC potentially would 
be willing – she’d have to have a conversa-
tion with them – to cover the $245,000 if 
the school district was willing to have a 
three-year agreement resolution to use our 
gymnasiums in order to allow, whether it 
be PAL, or YMCA, to continue to engage 
with our school system and use, after hours, 
our gyms, in order to give places for kids to 
participate in the evening,” Davis said. 

While nothing is official, if the BCC were 
to follow through with this, Davis said the 
board would need to make an official mo-
tion to approve such a plan and ensure that 
it is financially sound, as the board would 
still be responsible for providing supervisors 
to these areas after hours and paying for 
things like heating and air conditioning. 

The second agreement signed during 
the meeting was essentially a continua-
tion of the first agreement. This second one 
would see SROs maintain their occupation 
in the schools listed above from October 1, 

2018, to September 30, 2019. Doing so will 
cost the school board $1,923,669, and will 
come from the general fund. Both of these 
agreements not only place an SRO in the 12 
listed schools, but also provide one lieuten-
ant, two sergeants, 
one investigator, two 
relief SROs and one 
training deputy for 
additional services 
related to the SROs. 

Despite these 
12 schools receiv-
ing the boosted 
security, there are 
still a number of 
Clay County schools 
not covered in those 
two agreements. 
That’s because the 
school board signed 
two more agree-
ments that utilize 
the Green Cove 
Police Department 
and Orange Park 
Police Department 
in place of CCSO. To 
that end, the school 
board signed an 
agreement with the 
Town of Orange and 
its police department to use their already ex-
isting DARE officers as SROs. These officers 
will continue to provide DARE educational 
assistance but now, they’ll be acting as the 
SROs for their respective schools as well. 
These schools include Grove Park Elemen-
tary, Orange Park Elementary and Orange 
Park Junior High. In total, this agreement 
will cost the school board $210,801 and last 
from July 1 to June 30, 2019. 

The fourth and final agreement is virtu-
ally the same as the third, and is a collabora-
tion between the school board, the City of 
Green Cove Springs and its police depart-

ment. This agreement also lasts from July 1 
to June 30, 2019, but it costs less with a total 
of $143, 534. It places an SRO in Charles 
E. Bennett Elementary and Green Cove 
Springs Junior High. 

Board members virtually had no 
discussion on the agreements, while Davis 
explained that the BCC might potentially 
cover the cost of the first agreement. Be-
cause each of these four agreements were 
met with a motion that passed 5-0, it would 
seem that the school board is in complete 
and total agreement. 

How they’re going to afford the new 
security plan is a question met with some 
dissension amongst the school board 
members. When it was time to vote, the 
board voted 3-2 to approve a ballot measure 
asking voters to approve a one-mill tax to 
fund the new security program, with the 
balance being used for operating expenses. 
Board members Mary Bolla, Janice Kerekes 
and Carol Studdard voted yes, while Betsy 
Condon and Ashley Gilhousen voted no. 

“Shall an additional one (1) mill of 
School District ad valorem millage tax, 
beginning July 1, 2019, and ending June 30, 
2023, be approved to enhance the safety 
and security of students and staff, and pro-
vide for necessary operating expenses of the 
School District?” the ballot question reads. 

According to Condon, her constituents 
claim the ballot measure is too vague. She 
also stated that she feels the board has not 
yet scrubbed the budget enough in an effort 
to free up additional funds.

“I don’t feel confident that we have 
scrubbed every single line item of our bud-
get to look for additional ways that we can 
find funds differently, and think differently,” 
Condon said. 

These sentiments were echoed by Gil-
housen, who also voted no. Despite Gilhou-
sen and Condon’s votes, this ballot question 
will be seen by voters who make their way to 
the polls come August.

Ashley Gilhousen

Betsy Condon
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Special Olympics team needs community’s 
help to get to National Games
By Karassa Stinchcomb
The Herald 

FLEMING ISLAND – Eleven Clay County 
residents are headed to Seattle, Wash. in July 
for the Special Olympics USA.

The team, which is made up of two 
coaches, four partners and five athletes, 
will be competing in volleyball and track 
and field. This year’s USA Games will also 
celebrate Special Olympics’ global 50th An-
niversary.

Despite making it to Nationals, the team 
is struggling to raise enough money to go 
to make the trip. They need to raise $15,400 
and have only raised about 48 percent 
– $7,435, according to Ronna Smith, the 
county director and volleyball coach.

“We have held several fundraising 
events, cruise-ins, car washes, online dona-
tions and tip-a-cop, but we still need more,” 
Smith said. 

Zach Fishburn, 23, an athlete, has com-
peted in the Special Olympics for five years 
and competes in volleyball, football, bowling 
and golf. He competes to meet people, have 
fun and see if someone can push him past 
his best. 

He was shocked when he learned he was 
going to Nationals.

“It was definitely a surprise. When we got 
to camp, we didn’t know we were going to 
make it, and when we did, we were excited,” 
Fishburn said. “We win as a team, we lose as 
a team.”

This year’s trip will mark Zachary’s 
second visit to the Special Olympics’ USA 
Games. He first attended in 2014 where he 
competed in golf. 

The Clay County Sheriff’s Office has 
helped bring awareness and funding to the 
organization. 

Christopher Padgett, a law enforcement 
officer, has been involved with the organiza-
tion since 1999, but participated in his first 
Torch Run in 2009.

“The Torch Run brings awareness to 
the community. We stop traffic and make 
people stop and look at what we’re doing,” 
Padgett said.” Tip-a-Cop brings both aware-
ness and funding.” 

Tip-a-Cop is usually held at the Fleming 
Island Longhorn Steakhouse, and for three 
nights, officers help serve tables, take orders, 
run food to tables and everything else a 
server does. After the guest receives their 
check, they have the opportunity to place an 
extra donation to the Special Olympics. All 
of the money goes to the Special Olympics 
organization. 

Nicole Stanley, an athlete from Orange 
Park, has competed in the Special Olympics 
for 14 years in a variety of sports: volleyball, 
football, golf, softball and bowling. She has 
been to a lot of events and loves making 
new friends. 

“It’s a new state and place to meet new 
friends,” Stanley said. “I am really excited!”

Sarah Redmond, a partner, has volun-
teered in the Special Olympics for nine 
years. 

“I’m most excited about competing as a 
team. Everything we’ve worked for, thus far, 
being put into play and competing as one 
unified team.”

Fishburn, Padgett, Redmond, Smith 
and Stanley all have the same message for 
the Clay County community: donate and 
volunteer. 

“You might not think there’s a lot you can 
do, but there are so many volunteers needed 
for every sport, every county game, we could 
always use more,” Redmond said. “You won’t 
be disappointed because it’ll open your eyes 

Special Olympians from Clay County are asking the community’s help to raise funds so they can 
compete in the Special Olympics USA games this summer.

to see what a great organization this is. 
The live ceremony is scheduled to air on 

ESPN July 1 and the Games run until July 7. 

If you would like to get involved in 
Special Olympics, contact Ronna Smith at 
rsmith@specialolympicsclaycounty.org. 

Grants awarded for 
projects at Camp Blanding

TALLAHASSEE – The Clay County 
Development Authority will oversee a 
$500,000 grant to make improvements 
at the Camp Blanding Joint Training 
Center. The grant, a portion of nearly 
$3.5 million in grants announced by 
Gov. Rick Scott, is part of the Florida 
Department of Economic Opportunity’s 
Defense Infrastructure Grant Program 
and the Defense Reinvestment Grant 
Program.

“This project will restore approxi-
mately 37,600 square yards of degraded 
asphalt road surfaces on [Camp Bland-
ing.] This resurfacing corrects the de-

teriorating surface and increases the 
designed structural strength and load 
bearing capacity, and thus supporting 
sustained movement for high gross ve-
hicle weight equipment associated with 
mobilization and emergency response.  
This also results in an extended surface 
life of 15 to 25 years,” said Josh Cock-
rell, executive director of the CCDA.

Cockrell said the grant strengthens 
the Authority’s strategic partnership 
with Camp Blanding and will improve 
transportation and access to the instal-
lation, which comprises approximately 
one-fifth of Clay County. He said the 
base is strongly tied to the economic 

SEE BRIEFS, 14
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Second from left, Clay County Leaftastic 4-H Horticulture Club members Makayla Rathjen, 
Christopher Mize and Taylor Thigpen with Wendy Wilbur, State Master Gardener coordinator, 
far left.

MANGO, Fla. – Members of the Clay 
County Leaftastic 4-H Horticulture Club 
captured second place in a statewide judg-
ing competition held here last weekend.

Christopher Mize, 11, of Orange Park, 
Makayla Rathjen, 11, of Keystone Heights, 
and Taylor Thigpen, 11, of Green Cove 
Springs, were there silently peering over a 
room filled with plants, cuttings, produce 
and flowers on June 9. 

There, they went up against the expertise 
and training of 4H youth from all around the 
state whose skills were put to the test. 

Time spent working to learn about 
plants with their club, in their own gardens, 
and using Florida 4H and Master Gardener 
resources was now put to the test. As the 
minutes ticked by, the only sound in the 
room was pencils scratching as they worked 
to identify the 100 plant samples and judge 
eight different offerings of vegetables, fruits 
and horticultural plants. 

Along with learning and competition op-
portunities like these, 4H also teaches youth 
sound leadership and organizational skills. 

They complete record books throughout 
the school year that document what they’ve 
learned about specific topics they choose 
for the year, and demonstrate their knowl-
edge through public speaking.

They stand up in the community as 
civic-minded individuals who perform 
community service. They present publicly to 
adult groups, fundraise to meet their goals, 
plan activities, and run their meetings with 
elected officers. They mentor and share their 
learning both directly and indirectly.

To learn more about 4H opportunities 
in Clay, contact UF/IFAS Extension Clay 
County at (904) 284-6355 or visit http://sfyl.
ifas.ufl.edu/clay/4-h-youth-development/.

By Kenneth Detwyler Jr.
Correspondent 

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – The 1894-era jail 
along Idlewild Avenue housed everyone 
from death row inmates to mental health 

patients to out-of-town bank robbers. 
In the present, steps away from that jail, 

the Clay County School Board announced 
that county history will be incorporated 
into eighth grade U.S. History courses in its 
schools.

Clay County history becomes 
part of school curriculum

PHOTO BY KENNETH DETWYLER JR.
While wearing protective gloves, Clay County Archivist Vishi Garig, in center, reads from a Clay 
County historical document May 26, while Clay County School Board Chairman Carol Studdard 
looks on from left. At right, Joseph Lorentzson is dressed in period garb as he portrays a 
turn-of-the-century Clay County Sheriff.

The program which is currently being 
taught in schools, reintroduces students to 
their community in a way that most have 
not experienced, as they answer the ques-
tion, “What had the greatest impact on Clay 
County’s development?”

“It’s not only fun and its rigoris,” said 
Terry Connor, chief of secondary education 
for the school district. “These students have 
to jump into historical documents and get 
down to the nitty gritty.”

The new curriculum is a joint venture 
between the Clay County School Board and 
Clerk of Court office, under whose umbrella 
the County Archives fall. The Clerk’s office is 
in charge of maintaining the county archives 
which are an instrumental resource in this 
new curriculum. 

Officials announced the new initiative 
May 26 at the Clay County historical triangle 
in front of the historic courthouse. School 
Board and Clerk of Courts officials were 
treated to a tour of the historical sites and 
received a hands-on look at what students 
will be learning about in the new curricula. 

“I want our students in Clay County to 
know the rich history of this country, so 
when they go to Hibernia or RideOut, or 
anywhere in Clay County, they know the 
history,” said Carol Studdard, School Board 
chairman. “This is just my proudest mo-
ment, I’m thrilled to death.”

According to Studdard, she received 

the initial inspiration for this new initiative 
after reading the book “Margaret’s Story: 
The Third Novel in the Florida Trilogy” by 
Eugenia Price. The book chronicles the fam-
ily of Margaret Seton and Lewis Fleming, 
who owned Hibernia Plantation. Studdard 
went to Hiberna and visited the graves of 
Fleming and others mentioned in the book. 
Afterwards, she took the idea of teaching 
county history in the schools to her constitu-
ents and passed the baton to curriculum 
specialists who collaborated with teachers 
and the Clerk’s office to begin working on 
what this would look like in the classroom. 
The end result was the inaugural “Celebrate 
Clay History Week.”

Some future plans for the program 
include appearances by archives specialists 
and history experts as guest speakers in Clay 
County Schools, development of additional 
Clay History curriculum for year-round use, 
field trips to historical sites and promotion 
of the Clay County Historical Archives new 
website as a resource for students of all 
grade levels. 

“This is going to develop a lot of civic 
pride,” said Kelly Watt, a school district 
social studies specialist. “These kids are go-
ing to know their roots, they are going to see 
that history isn’t something that happens 
elsewhere. Clay County has its own story to 
tell.”

Sowing seeds of learning
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The 
BEAT

The Beat is a look at some of the crime activity 
reported to the Clay County Sheriff’s Office in the 
previous month. Included here are arrests, police 
briefs and crimes reported by and involving Lake 
Area residents in the past 30 days until press time. 

Keystone Heights man arrested in 
Volusia County for Gainesville 
drive-by shooting

DAYTONA BEACH – A Keystone Heights 
man faces charges of attempted second-
degree murder in Alachua County after 
being connected to a drive-by shooting 
at Progress Mobile 
Home Park on U.S. 
Highway 441.

Police said Ma-
cajaih Valenzuela, 
26, fled the Gaines-
ville area to Volusia 
County where 
authorities arrested 
him in a traffic stop 
after a license plate 
reader triggered 
law enforcement. 
Valenzuela is charged 
with shooting a 34-year-old unidentified 
man while the man was inside a trailer and 
shooting into a second trailer. The victim, 
who received non-life-threatening injuries, 
and another witness gave police a descrip-

Tuesday, June 12
Ronald Erik Stengrim, 51, Keystone 

Heights, Violate Probation-Community 
Control

Amber Nicole Sanford, 24, Keystone 
Heights, VOP-Burglary

Sunday, June 10
Caleb Bryan Stewart, 19, Keystone 

Heights, Out-of-County Warrant

Saturday, June 9
Lindsay Marie Culotta, 34, Keystone 

Heights, Simple Battery

Friday, June 8
Aaron Scott Pons, 29, Keystone Heights, 

DWLSR, No Vehicle Registration

Sunday, June 3
Leo Carl Svitek, 46, Keystone Heights, 

Simple Battery, Violence on an Officer Fire-
fighter or EMT

Friday, June 1
Julio Cesar Zapata, 39, Keystone Heights, 

Aggravated Assault With the Intent to Com-
mit a Felony, Violence on an Officer Fire-

fighter or EMT, Resisting an Officer, Fleeing 
an Eluding Law Enforcement

Thursday, May 31
Scott Edward Bowen, 50, Keystone 

Heights, Fraudulent Use of Credit Card

Tuesday, May 29
Shane Mitchell Kizziah, 25, Keystone 

Heights, Reckless Driving With Damage to 
Person or Property, Fleeing and Eluding Law 
Enforcement

Monday, May 28
Lowen Willard Randall, 25, Keystone 

Heights, DUI .15 or Higher

Thursday, May 17
Jennifer Irene Rhoden, 31, Keystone 

Heights, Out-of-County Warrant

Tuesday, May 15
Pearl Ann Abrams, 58, Keystone Heights, 

Petit Theft
Cody Arthur Carpenter, 25, Keystone 

Heights, Violate Probation-Community 

Control
Michael August Coletti, 42, Keystone 

Heights, Violating an Injunction for Protec-
tion Within 500 Feet

Justin Chadwick Smith, 30, Keystone 
Heights, Two Counts of Failure to Appear for 
Court

Monday, May 14
Tiffany Desiree’ Georgsson, 22, Keystone 

Heights, Two Out-of-County Warrants

Sunday, May 13
Roger Dale Fender, 20, Keystone Heights, 

Possession of a Controlled Substance With-
out a Valid Prescription, Possession of Not 
More Than 20 g. Cannabis, Drug Equipment 
Possession

Jordan De Laune McMillan, 24, Keystone 
Heights, Simple Domestic Battery

Thomas Wayne Recard, 39, Keystone 
Heights, DWLSR

Friday, May 11
Ashley Marie Baribeau, 23, Keystone 

Heights, Simple Domestic Battery

Macajaih Valenzuela
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damages from underbidding, loss of time 
and equipment, or other problems that 
could arise once engaged in a building 
project. 

City Attorney Rich Komando agreed 
with Hart, saying this and the two articles 
preceding it had been added by the engi-
neer and he only left them in to get the hon-
est reaction of members of the council. 

With the stipulation that the item be 
removed, the council voted unanimously to 
enter into the contract, which allows either 
party to terminate the agreement through 
providing 30 days notice to the other party. 

In other business 
In other business, Keystone Airpark 

Chairman David Kirkland presented his 
monthly report to council and announced 
some good news about current and future 
projects at the local airport. 

The airport recently received a Florida 
Department of Transportation grant for 
$200,000 that will allow them to add secu-
rity gates to the property, and the airport is 
currently in the pre-bid stage for a taxiway 
rehab project that will free up an older 
FDOT pot of money. 

Kirkland said the taxiway project would 
be an eight-month project and the airport is 
working with contractors to accommodate 
their clients with strategic phasing of the 
project that wouldn’t block any planes from 
being accessed. 

According to Kirkland, FDOT gave 
the airport $420,000 a few years ago for a 
couple of hangars, but the FAA required 
the taxiway rehab before the hangars could 
be built. Now that the taxiway is under-
way they can start looking to build those 
hangars. 

Council 
from page 1

“We’re looking at possibly building two 
bulk hangars [with the money],” Kirkland 
said. “That would be a great help to us in the 
coming year. If we ever get resolution on 
our litigation, once we start having to de-
molish our existing hangars, then we’ll have 
a place to put those displaced tenants.”

Recently the airport was awarded over 
$2 million in a Clay County court from 
Pipeline Contractors Inc., who installed 
hangars with EZBase underneath the foun-
dation, which caused heaving and struc-
tural problems. The hangars will have to be 
completely removed and replaced after all 
traces of the EZBase have been removed 
from the property. EZBase has been found 
to contain such toxins as arsenic, boron, 
cadmium, chloride, chromium, fluoride, 
lead, lithium, molybdenum, selenium, 
sulfate, and thallium, which can leach from 
the waste at high levels and contaminate 
the local environment.

Kirkland said the money from the suit 
has yet to be seen and that they are waiting 
until July 24 to see whether or not Fourth 
Judicial Court Judge Don Lester will hear 
a retrial. Komando advised Kirkland that, 
in his review of the case, he didn’t see any 
reason the case would be heard again. 

Before the council meeting, members of 
the council participated in the Community 
Redevelopment Agency meeting where 
they agreed to provide $500 for assistance 
with law enforcement at the Fourth of July 
Parade that the Keystone Heights Kiwanis 
Club sponsors each year. They also agreed 
to provide $2,500 to Our Country Day Fes-
tival, also on the Fourth, for their fireworks 
display. 

Finally, the council voted to hold a 
special meeting on June 18 at 5 p.m. where 
they will review capital projects and decide 
which ones they will move forward in the 
next budget cycle. 

 

viability of Clay County. Florida’s mili-
tary installations contribute more than 
$84.9 billion in economic impact and 
the defense industry supports nearly 
800,000 jobs in the state.

Melrose woman claims top 
Lottery prize

TALLAHASSEE – The Florida Lot-

tery announced that Katherleen Dug-
gan, of Melrose, claimed a top prize 
in the $2,500 A WEEK FOR LIFE 
Scratch-Off game at Florida Lottery 
Headquarters in Tallahassee. She chose 
to receive her winnings as a one-time, 
lump-sum payment of $2,040,000.00. 
Duggan purchased her winning ticket 
from Hitchcock’s, at 7380 State Rd. 100 
in Keystone Heights. The retailer will 
receive a $4,000 bonus commission for 
selling the winning Scratch-Off ticket.

Briefs
from page 11

Youth 
from page 6

called her “three D’s” which are dedi-
cation, determination and discipline 
and her mantra of “no excuses.”

“I was told that I would never make 
it, that I’d never be anything,” said 
Sims. “I went on to be a seven-time 
All American and two-time National 
Champion in track and field at FSU 
and was just inducted into the Florida 
Track and Field Hall of Fame this year. 
If I can do it, you can do it too.”

After giving out awards and scholar-
ships to a few of the stand-out cadets, the 
graduates received their diplomas.

After the ceremony, the graduates 
moved to their families to begin their jour-
ney back home, whether that be local or 
elsewhere in the state. 

While their experience at the academy 
and their past may still play out in some of 
their minds, Bastin is only focused on one 
thing – moving forward. The flash of pain 
from earlier has been replaced with a look 
of hope.

“I need to move on from my past. I need 
to focus on my future. My parents finally 
trust me and are proud of me.” 

The hallways at the Thrasher-Horne Center for the Arts were all abuzz on June 12 as cadets 
from Class 34 at the Florida Youth Challenge Academy prepared to walk down the aisle, turn 
their tassles and take on the title of graduate. The Academy, a five-and-a-half-month quasi-
military boot camp teaches personal responsibility, respect for self and others and personal 
discipline. Some earn GEDs, college credits or catch up on credits to return to high school.
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KEYSTONE HEIGHTS 
SPORTS 
By Randy Lefko
The Herald

VERO BEACH – Keystone Heights scored 
the first run of their Class 5A semifinal on 
Tues., May 22 against West Nassau but gave 
up four runs in the fourth; two with a throw-
ing error, to end their season with a 4-1 loss 
to the Warriors in Vero Beach.

With the game moved from an 8:30 a.m. 
start to 2:20 p.m. and a 90 minute rain delay 
in the sixth inning, Keystone Heights ends 
their season at 20-11 under coach Jessica 
Marquart. 

“Anytime you are off your routine 
(delays and moving fields) and the condi-
tions (rain) are not what you are used to of 
course if affects the team,” said Marquart. 
“But everyone who played that morning in-
cluding  West Nassau  were all in the same 
boat and they just so happened to  handle 
it better then we did.  They are a great team 
and took advantage of our walks and errors 
and found a way to win.”

In the first inning, a single from Ashleigh 
Jennings and sacrifice bunt from Ashton 

By Randy Lefko
The Herald

JACKSONVILLE – Keystone Heights High 
grad Enoch Nadler has the 2020 U.S. Olym-
pic Trials Marathon in Atlanta on his back 
bumper, but, on the way, the fleet-footed 
road racer made a stop in downtown Jack-
sonville Saturday night for a “speed” test.

Keystone Heights falls 4-1

STAFF PHOTO BY RANDY LEFKO
Keystone Heights senior centerfielder Ashleigh Jennings used her footspeed and outfield savvy 
plus a strong batting average to be selected as a Clay Today All County Softball First Team 
selection with teammate Molly Crawford, a shortstop. SEE SOFTBALL, 16

Nadler returns 
to smash Pies’ 5K field

“Five seconds faster than last year, I’ll 
take it,” said Nadler, 32, who now heads up 
the Florida Track Club elite racing team 
in Gainesville. “This is the last race of the 
spring. I had my two fastest track 5Ks beat-
ing my college times, my fastest 1500 meters 
and now this, my favorite race of the year.”

Nadler not only revved his engine in 
defense of his title from last, but blasted the 
field with a five second improvement of last 
year’s time.

“I credit a lot of the speed these past two 

years with training with fast people,” said 
Nadler, a standout runner for the University 
of Florida after leaving Keystone Heights.  
“Our elite club improves each day and gives 
me a core group of fast runners to train with 
and that’s key. It’s very tough to train hard by 
yourself and my team keeps me sharp.”

From the starting cannon’s smoke-filled 
blast, Nadler exploded off the start line to 
put the chase on the women’s field who had 
started two minutes earlier and had a $100 

SEE NADLER, 18

Keystone Heights’ Crawford, 
Jennings make first team

 
By Randy Lefko
The Herald

OAKLEAF – Not only did Madyson 
Davis throw a bucket load of strikeouts 
against the toughest batting lineups in 
Florida, she single-handedly made a 
leaping stab of a near-foul pop up that 
secured a second championship game 
for her Oakleaf High Lady Knights 
softball team.

“All I wanted to do was beat that 
Lakewood Ranch team so we could go 
to the final,” said Davis. “Some coaches 
say pitchers should not go after balls like 
that, but I know I have to go get balls like 
that. I remember jumping across the 
line and making the catch.”

Davis, who ended the season with a 
18-2 season record behind 124 strike-
outs and a 0.94 earned runs average, 
is selected as the Clay Today softball 
Player of the Year for her mound 
presence for the 2018 Oakleaf season. 
Davis becomes the second consecutive 
pitcher for Oakleaf to be named the Clay 
Today All County player of the year with 
last year’s winner, Kelsey Sweatt, now at 
University of South Carolina-Upstate. 

“I feel like the pitcher and catcher 
should be the top two players to lead 
the team’s defense,” said Davis. “There 
was a lot of pressure though, but 
Angela (catcher Angela Agurkis) was 
so important. A catcher is so important 
to a pitcher. She sees things with my 
mechanics and keeps me straight.”

Clay Today All 
County softball

SEE COUNTY, 16
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Ludwig set up Bailey Story’s run scoring sin-
gle to put the Lady Indians on top quickly.

In the bottom of the first inning, though, 
West Nassau got stung with two flyballs off 
pitcher Megan Moncrief; one with a sprint-
ing snag in centerfield from Jennings and a 
grounder to third base.

Keystone Heights batter Cami Worley 
was hit by West Nassau pitcher Skylar Whit-
ty in her second inning at bat, but stayed at 
first after a groundout to Northway.

In the bottom of the second, West Nas-
sau tagged Moncrief with two run-scoring 
singles on top of two walks to load the bases 
and score four runs total. 

Keystone Heights got just one run-
scoring threat with Northway reaching on a 
sharp grounder to third and stealing second, 
but she remained there with Jennings flying 
out.

“The team was very sad and the drive 
home was very quiet,” said Marquart. “Eight 
seniors who have been a part of this team 
for six years, it crushed them.  But what 
an opportunity and experience to be able 

to make it to state.  I am very proud of this 
team for that accomplishment and just for 
the pure hard work that they put in this 
year.”

Softball 
from page 17

Senior third baseman Molly Crawford was 
infield catalyst for tough Indians defense that 
thwarted enemy batters with fast reaction to 
ground balls. 

Against Lakewood Ranch in the 8A semi-
final, a team that had beaten the Knights 
earlier in the season in nine innings, Davis 
ended a dramatic pitcher’s duel with the 
snag of a flyball on the final out of the day to 
preserve the 1-0 win for Oakleaf. Davis’ lone 
regular loss was an 8-4 decision in March to  
Bartram Trail. 

In the championship game against 
Hagerty, a 1-0 loss, Davis was beset by an 
odd bounce off third base that allowed the 
lone run of the day.

“The batter had two strikes on her and 
I threw her a really nasty curve ball that 
should have been a curve,” said Davis. “She 
should have been out and we should have 
been at bat. I threw a screwball next and she 
hit it right at the bag (third base). All I was 
thinking in the dugout is to keep the team 
pumped up for our at bats.”

With three Clay County teams making 
it to the Final Four tournaments; Keystone 
Heights (5A), Clay (6A) and Oakleaf (8A), 
the abundance of talent spread around the 
county was quite possibly the best in the 
history of the county. Clay and Keystone 
Heights both lost in their semifinals while 
Oakleaf lost in the 8A championship game. 

Behind Davis, the Oakleaf defense and 
two members of the Clay Today All County 
first team included third baseman Baylee 
Goddard and second baseman Rebecca 
Koskey, both returners to the first team 
roster.  Koskey, a senior,  proved her value to 
the Oakleaf not only with her team-leading 
35 runs batted in and four homers off a .449 

County 
from page 15

batting average, but by transitioning from 
her right field slot to becoming one of the 
best second baseman in Florida as coach 
Christina Thompson looked to replace a 
stellar graduating class of 2017. 

“I know I have a good defense behind 
me,” said Davis. “We lost some really good 
players, but this year’s squad came together 
and made the defense just as good. Baylee 
is probably the hardest batter for me to get 
out because she is so strong. It’s good for 
me because I face her and Rebecca and 
Angela many times during practice and I 
think it helps me when I face other teams 
knowing I’ve already faced some of the best 
batters around.”

Goddard, a junior, was her usual in-
tensely steady defender of the hot corner 
while her power at bat was evident with a 
walkoff homer to keep the Knights in the 
championship hunt at the prestigious Kis-
simmee Klassic and a third base appearance 
in the final inning of the state champion-
ship game that ended with a groundout 
with two outs. Goddard’s batting average 
was a tad lower than 2017 mainly because 
opposing coaches were well aware of her 
batting power. Oakleaf’s 1-4 batting lineup; 
Katie Kistler, Koskey, Goddard and Angela 
Agurkis formed one of the more formidable 
set of bats in the country. 

Finishing off the infield are shortstop 
Molly Crawford, a Keystone Heights senior 
speedster, and first baseman Sydney Lewis 
of Clay. Crawford was built for speed and 
created a sense of hurry in opposing de-
fenses with her raw speed to first base on 
would-be routine ground balls. Crawford 
had 42 runs batted in with three homers and 
17 stolen bases. 

Lewis, with 21 runs batted in to lead the 
Blue Devils, was masterful as a baserun-
ner mover with her bunting prowess (13 

successful sacrifice bunts) for coach and 
dad Matt Lewis, plus her field leadership 
at first base; six errors in 57 touches with 
two double plays.  “Sydney’s best game was 
a three RBI day against Trinity Christian 
(4A runnerups) that had her nail a squeeze 
bunt for the third run and the win,” said Matt 
Lewis. “She was solid at first base with just 
six errors in 387 opportunities.”

Behind the plate, Oakleaf catcher Angela 
Agurkis, with a strong .436 batting average 
with three homers, added to her mystique 
as a top powerhitter in Florida with some 
well-place scoring bunts as coach Christina 
Thompson employed a handful of suicide 
squeeze bunts for game-winning oppor-
tunities. Agurkis, one of the more vocal 
defensive leaders for the Knights, also had 
27 RBIs. In the outfield, left field belongs 
to Oakleaf speedster Destiny Pacetti with 
Keystone Heights’ senior Ashleigh Jennings 
manning centerfield and Clay freshman 
Paolo Jorge-Silva showing some prowess 
from the right field grass not only with her 
bat but also with her cannon arm. Jorge-
Silva, with her .328 batting average and a late 
flurry of hits in the post season, will be a key 
player for Clay in 2019. Jorge-Silva had just 
two errors in 23 touches for an 87 percent 
fielding percentage. 

“Paolo was our newcomer of the year 
with her first start in the 10th game,” said 
Lewis. “Her two run single against West 
Florida (region final win 5-1) put that game 
out of reach. She was in top three of many 
offensive categories for us.”

The Clay Today First Team pitcher is 
Clay High’s Morgan Crutcher, just a sopho-
more, who time and time throughout the 
Lady Blue Devils’ playoff run to the Final 
Four was the catalyst for Clay’s defense. 
Crutcher struck out 146 batters with her 14 
wins and a 1.315 earned runs average. 

“Morgan had a nine inning playoff win, 
2-1, over Ridgeview in the region semifinal 
and a 2-1 win in regular season play as two 
huges games for us plus the win over West 
Florida,” said Lewis. “In 14 games she did not 
give up an earned run, but 17 unearned runs 
were scored. She also had eight shutouts.”

Keystone Heights pitcher Megan Moncrief was top hurler for coach Jessica Marquart as Lady 
Indians made exciting Final Four run in Class 5A before losing to West Nassau.



Roberts in the flat for a 30-plus yard gain. 
“That’s just our basic pass and I think if 

I can teach him to throw it a little sooner 
it would probably be a touchdown,” said 
Dickinson. “He waited a little too long, but 

he’s only going to be a sophomore. Hope-
fully he’ll learn from that.”  

After two more Vojnovski and Friedlin 
runs, enter Colton Tibbetts with a pitch out 
around the left side that was stopped about 
two inches from crossing the goal line. Que 
up Vojnovski to come in and punch the ball 

How to report a problem with a 
Clay Electric outdoor light

If you are aware of an inoperative or malfunctioning outdoor light on Clay Electric 
Cooperative’s lines, call 1-800-224-4917 to report the problem, or visit 

When reporting the problem, you will need to provide the following information so 
the co-op can make the appropriate repair, and contact you should there be any 
questions: 

 (2) A description of where the outdoor light is located on the property
 (3) A description of the nature of the malfunction or failure of illumination of  
  the outdoor light

  number, account number (if a Clay Electric Cooperative member) and email  
  address (if using the online form)

This ad is printed in compliance with Florida Statute 768.1382.

Father’s Day is almost upon us. If you’re 
a dad, you certainly may enjoy getting cards 
and gifts. But, over time, you will gain even 
greater satisfaction from what you can give 
your children – such as some valuable fi -
nancial lessons.

Here are a few to consider:
First, you could discuss the importance of 

setting goals and investing for them, even 
though these goals, such as retirement, may 
be decades away. You can even make it 
more meaningful to your children by saying 
another goal is saving enough to help send 
them to college.

Also, talk about the importance of putting 
time on your side. Let your children know 
that it’s of great value to start investing as 
early as possible.

You might also discuss some fi nancial 
management issues, such as the necessity 
of living within your means and the need to 
pay your debts on time.

By sharing these lessons with your chil-
dren, you will give them something to think 
about – and you may even start them on the 
path to a lifetime of solid fi nancial moves.

This is Courtnie Douglas, your Edward Jones fi nancial advisor 
located at 131 S. Walnut Street, Starke, FL 32091, phone num-
ber (904)964-1486.

Investment strategies. One-on-one advice.
Courtnie A Douglas
Financial Advisor
131 South Walnut St 
Starke, FL 32091
904-964-1486
www.edwardjones.com

Lessons About Money Can Be Priceless Gifts to Children

Member SIPC
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By Ray DiMonda
The Herald

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – The Keystone 
Indians hosted the 2018 Spring Jamboree 
Football Classic Thursday night and brought 
in PK Yonge and the Union County Tigers 
from Lake Butler for a round-robin play of 
two quarters each. Keystone Heights used a 
predominant ground assault to punish the 
Blue Wave in game one, 21-7. 

To Indians Head Coach Chuck Dick-
inson, the second game against the Tigers 
would be the bigger test. “That second game 
is going to be the bigger challenge. We’re 
going to have a lot of kids playing both ways 
this year, so we just have to take it one step 
at a time. These kids are going to have to be 
in great shape.”  After one quarter of play, 
Keystone Heights stopped a 75-yard, quarter 

long drive that culminated with a Union 
County time out with three seconds remain-
ing on fourth down, only to have Keystone 
get inside, strip the ball and leave the Tigers 
coming away empty. 

“I tell all the kids, we don’t have a lot of 
depth, so you have to know how to play all 
the positions,” said Dickinson. “We’ll get as 
many in as we can to get experience and 
we’ll see who’ll rise to the top because at any 
time, you can become a starter.” 

The first game began with a Keystone 
Heights drive using a steady dose of running 
back Kaleb Vojnovski for six runs, then Tyler 
Friedlin finding a seam for a 40-yard blast to 
the end zone to put Keystone up 7-0 at 5:55 
in the first quarter. 

“I thought those kids executed well 
tonight,” said Dickinson. “They made a few 
mistakes, but all in all, we did well. We have 
all five linemen back and that’s a good thing.”  

Up front, Keystone Heights showcased 
mammoth-sized Dan Dodd at tackle who 
could clear holes every time the Indians 

Indians’ ground game punishes P.K. Yonge

Dan Dodd, big No. 66, leads Indians on to field in Spring Scrimmages against P.K. Yonge and North 
Marion in May. 

Keystone Heights running back Kaleb Jojnovski 
cuts to avoid tacklers in Indians spring game 
against P.K. Yonge. Indians won convincingly in 
one half of play before going 0-0 in second half 
play against 6A power North Marion. 

Keystone Heights wide out Tyler Friedlin steps 
into end zone after rumbling 40 yards for score 
against P.K. Yonge.

needed room. Dodd would reach deep into 
his conditioning as the giant worked both 
sides of the ball and never let up. Alongside 
Dodd was another mammoth, Joey Baxter. 
Up front, the pair were wrecking machines 
and proved so all night. When PK Yonge 
came up on offense, they wasted no time at 
all testing the Indians with a 30-yard-deep 
ball that looked like a sure mid-filed catch 
until Colton Tibbetts leapt with hand up, 
tipped the ball away and showed the Blue 
Wave they were ready from the first snap. 
After three and out, the Wave were punting 
back to the Indians. With another steady 
diet of Vojnovski and Friedlin, the Indians 
were moving the ball well, getting first 
downs. 

Finally, Dickinson unleashed quar-
terback Gage Stevens who found Sterling SEE FOOTBALL, 18
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Equalizer bonus attached to the endeavor. 
With the Equalizer bonus as part of the 
equation, the first runner across the line; 
male or female, would capture the extra 
prize money.

“It definitely is a worthy chase,” said 
Nadler. “I was coming here to test myself 
and go fast, but the extra cash on the line 
makes it more exciting.”

Nadler would not take long to catch 
early womens race leader Ani Veltcheva, a 
14 year old phenom and a two time Florida 
middle school state cross country champ 
out of Gainesville’s Abraham Lincoln Middle 
School, who tested Nadler’s resolve in the 
first two laps with her own seemingly-sui-
cidal pace that put the stellar women’s field 
on notice. 

With racers taking a figure eight course 
from the Landing around the CSX build-
ing and in front of the Florida Times Union 
Center, Veltcheva kept her substantial lead 
on the women for two laps while Nadler 
hunted her down by ping-ponging around 
the women’s field on the first of the four laps.

By lap three, Nadler had taken control 
of both fields and pushed his 4:40 per mile 
pace to the finish line for a 14:32 time with 
Tyler Stahl, 21, a very distant second at 
15:28. R.J. Dorazil, 39, took third in 16:05. 
One other area athlete, Oakleaf High junior 

Dylan Nelson, 16, finished seventh in 17:00. 
For Veltcheva, the pass by Nadler on lap 

three put a damper on her courageous start 
with veterans Crystal Davis and Claudia 
Jalon, both 24, giving chase with Jackson-
ville’s Julie Stackhouse still in the three-racer 
mix. 

On the final lap, Davis, a frequent racer 
in Orange Park, tapped on the accelerator 
just enough in the final 600 yard stretch in 
front of the Time Union Center to hold off 
Jalon for the top prize in 17:48. Jalon finished 
second in 17:52 with Veltcheva having 
enough reserve to edge Stackhouse for third 
with both clocked in at 18:11. 

In the ensuing open Run for the Pies 5K, 
Steven Cartwright, 14, of Jacksonville, held of 
a 1200 runner field to edge Brad Smith, 48, 
of Ponte Vedra Beach, with a winning 17:30 
split by four seconds. Top area male finisher 
was Josue Velazquez, 27, of Orange Park, in 
16th at 18:42. 

For the women’s race, Val Kline, 32, of 
Jacksonville, was top female in 19:25 for 39th 
overall over Orange Park’s Belissa Del Valle, 
30, in at 19:33. Rae Powers, 26, of Gaines-
ville, finished third female in 19:34. 

Keystone Heights High School miler 
Camryn Williams, 14, won her age group in 
21:24. John Keester IV, 12, of Fleming Island, 
won his age group in 18:30. Joe Rivera, 51, of 
Orange Park, won his age group in 19:00. 

Pat Gallagher, 87, finished first in his age 
group in 57:40. 

Nadler 
from page 17

Keystone Heights road racer Enoch Nadler blasted the Run for the Pies 5K field on Sat., June 10 
with a fast 14 minutes, 32 seconds winning time. Nadler is in training for the 2020 U.S. Olympic 
Trials Marathon to be held in Atlanta. 

in for score number two and 14-0 after a 
good Ian Schofield point after kick. 

With nothing happening out of the 
backfield, PK Yonge quarterback Rishard 
Mavin took things into his own hands and 
showed the crowd he was a scrambling 
quarterback that could turn a broken play 
into an opponent’s headache. His 30-yard 
run ended the quarter still scoreless. The 
drive would die at the start of the second 
quarter where Keystone took over after 
a Yonge punt. In the second, the Indians 
stuck with what worked with Vojnovski 
and Friedlin, adding in an occasional 
pass from Stevens to Vojnovski to keep 
the Blue Wave guessing. Most impressive 
were the Dynamic Duo of Vojnovski and 
Friedlin lead blocking through holes for 
one another. When teamed up behind 
Dodd or Baxter, they could gain five yards 
at a clip. This drive would culminate with 
a Friedlin run right behind Dodd for 
another six points. Dickinson auditioned 
Colby Townsend for the point after, who 

passed with flying colors, 21-0. On the 
final Blue Wave drive, again it was Mavin 
to take his team 45 yards on a broken play 
before the Indians defense stopped him. 
Two plays later, the score was 21-7 where 
the game would end.

In the second game, it was Union 
County starting with the ball first, and 
stayed that way for an entire 10 minutes 
of regulation play. The 75-yard drive came 
down to a three second time out fourth 
and goal on the one-foot line. 

“Defensively, we haven’t practiced a 
ton of defenses this year, but at least the 
kids were getting after it, playing hard and 
that’s exactly what we told them to do,” 
said Dickinson. 

Keystone Heights stood tall on the 
snap, crushed the offensive line and broke 
into the backfield to raise havoc, stripping 
the ball. Even with the Tigers recovering, 
they walked away with a quarter long 
drive that ended with no score. “We have 
35 kids on the sidelines tonight, but many 
of them are our eighth grade kids that are 
going to be JV. We’ll go into the season 
with 20-25 kids, so we have to be in great 
shape.” 

Football
from page 17

Keystone Heights football coach Chuck Dickinson got a strong game from his offensive line 
with  No. 63 Josh Hughes part of the five man squad that unleashed yet another strong Indians 
ground game. 



AlumniUpdates

FSU’s Rhett Aplin drafted by 
Kansas City Royals
TALLAHASSEE – Rhett Aplin, Fleming Is-
land High baseball great and an FSU power 
hitter at first base, has been drafted by the 
Kansas City Royals in the 28th round of this 
weeks Major League Baseball draft. Aplin 
batted .301 for the Seminoles with two 
homers and 35 runs batted in. Aplin, who 
started 60 games for Florida State in 2018, 
also hit for 18 doubles. Aplin also had a .919 
fielding percentage at first base with just 
two errors in 455 putout attempts. 

FSU, the Atlantic Coast Conference 
champions with an 11-8 win over Louisville, 
finished 43-19 in 2018 with a stint in the 
NCAA tournament with losses to Samford 
and Mississippi State knocking the Semi-
noles out in the NCAA regions. FSU coach 
Mike Martin became the winningest coach 
in NCAA baseball in 2018 surpassing 1,000 
wins. 

CHS alum Andy Toelken
to Arizona Diamondbacks

COLUMBIA, Mo. – Former Clay High 
pitcher Andy Toelken, here celebrating a 
region playoff win in the Blue Devils’ 2014 
state runnerup season, was drafted in the 
19th round of the Major League Base-
ball draft by the Arizona Diamondbacks. 
Toelken has been a standout relief pitcher 
for the University of Missouri the past two 
years after two years at St. Johns River State 
College. Toelken had 11 starts at Missouri 
with 127.2 innings pitched with 21 relief ap-
pearances and finished with a 2.53 earned 
runs against average. 

CHS alum Dunning named to 
Southern League All Stars
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – The Birmingham 
Barons are proud to announce that out-
fielder Eloy Jimenez, shortstop Danny Men-
dick, starter Dane Dunning, relief pitcher 
Ian Hamilton, and catchers Zack Collins 
and Seby Zavala will represent the Barons 
in the 2018 Southern League All-Star Game.

“It’s an honor to host the 2018 South-

ern All-Star Game on June 19 and we look 
forward to providing Birmingham a fun and 
memorable event. Each year the Southern 
League All-Star Game includes the biggest 
Major League Prospects and 2018 will con-
tinue that tradition,” Barons General Man-
ager Jonathan Nelson said. “Our Barons 
All-Stars are certainly well-deserved and 
we look forward to seeing them perform on 
this stage at Regions Field.”

Dunning, 23, and a Clay High graduate, 
was added to the North Division roster on 
June 11. Since joining the Barons on April 
26, the right-hander has been one of the 
club’s best hitters, posting a 4-2 record with 
a 3.22 ERA (18 ER in 50.1 IP) with a team-
high 55 strikeouts over nine starts. The 
Barons have done well to back their starter, 
as they are 7-2 when Dunning toes the 
rubber this season. This represents the first 
career All-Star selection for the White Sox 
No. 6 prospect and the No. 66 prospect in all 
of baseball according to MLB.com. 

The six players will play for the North 
Division on their home field for the All-Star 
game on Tuesday, June 19 at Regions Field 

at 7:05 p.m. Players were picked from a vote 
of Southern League general managers, field 
managers, broadcasters, and media.   

– Courtesy of the Birmingham Barons

FIHS alum Cooley named NAIA 
All-American
MONTGOMERY, Ala. – Faulkner Univer-
sity’s Reese Cooley has been named an 
NAIA second team All-American the home 
office announced June 5 via an NAIA press 
release. The senior outfielder who played 
at Fleming Island High School helped lead 
the Eagles to a 54-9 record and their sixth 
consecutive NAIA World Series appearance 
this season. Cooley was also named the 
Southern States Athletic Conference Player 
of the Year and was a two-time league 
Player of the Week selection.

He batted .385 over 57 games while 
knocking in 51 runs on 69 hits which 
included a team-high 15 homer runs and 13 
doubles. Cooley also scored 64 runs of his 
own and stole 17 bases on 19 attempts.

OHS alum Mauloni named frosh 
All-American
JACKSONVILLE – After his record-breaking 
season at Jacksonville University, freshman 
relief pitcher Chris Mauloni is now adding 
more accolades on the baseball field.

Mauloni, an Oakleaf High School gradu-
ate, was selected Monday as a first-team 
freshman All-America selection by the 
National Collegiate Baseball Writers As-
sociation. In his first year with the Dolphins, 
Mauloni recorded 20 saves to tie for the 
NCAA Division I lead and set a new single-
season school record at JU.

He finished the season with a record of 
3-2, an earned run average of 2.53, and a 
rate of one and a half strikeouts per inning 
to help JU reach the postseason for the first 
time since 2011.

– Special from JUDolphins.com
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FOR SHOWTIMES 
CALL OR 

CHECK ONLINE
Located in Downtown Starke

101 W Call Street
904-964-5451

$7 Adults
$6 Child/Seniors

Available For: Private Events 
Birthday Parties • Large Groups

www.fl oridatwintheatre.com 

1st Run Movies 1st Rate Price

®

Clay Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Competitive rates, no - profit,
right here in your community.

Keystone • (352) 473-4917
Orange Park • (904) 272-2456

clayelectric.com



Fun   HumorAND

Non-Sequitur

Flying McCoys

Ziggy

In the Bleachers

Real Life Adventures
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Player of Year
Madi Davis, Pitcher, Junior, Oakleaf

First Team
Pitcher
Morgan Crutcher, CHS, Jr. (10-8, 114 Ks, 1.66ERA)
First Base
Sydney lewis, CHS, Sr. (.313BA)
Second base
Rebecca Koskey, OHS, Sr.
Shortstop
Molly Crawford, Keystone Heights, senior: Shortstop batted .409 for the 
Indians with 16 doubles, one triple and three homers, 42 RBIs with 23 
runs scored and 17 stolen bases; .699 slugging percentage
Third base
Baylee Goddard, OHS, Jr. (19 stolen bases)
Left Field
Destiny Pacetti, OHS, Sr. (.355BA, 18RBIs, 14 of 14 stolen bases)
Center Field
Ashleigh Jennings, KHHS, Sr. (Leadoff batter for Indians who batted .524, 
often turning routine groundouts into hits because of her speed, with 
three doubles, 17 RBIs, 43 runs scored and 40 stolen bases; signed with 
FAU)
Right Field
Paolo Jorge Silva, CHS, Fr. (.328BA, 11RBIs, 1 Triple, .913 field percentage)
Catcher
Angela Agurkis, OHS, Jr. (.436BA, 3HRs, 27RBIs, 12Doubles)

Second Team
Pitcher
Morgan Kendrick, FIHS, Freshman (151Ks, 1.78ERA, 8-4, .370BA)
Catcher
Bailey Story, KHHS, Sr. (6 Triples, 34 RBIs, .562BA)Team-best .550 batting 
average with 19 extra-base hits (12 doubles, six triples, 1 home run), 42 
runs batted in with .559 on-base percentage and .798 slugging percent-
age.
First Base
Tiara Peters, FIHS, Sr. (24RBIs, .382BA, 2Hrs)
Second Base
Skylar Rollins, KHHS, Sr. (.456BA, 16RBIs, 1Triple, 2Doubles, 14 stolen 
bases)
Shortstop
Marianne McDonald, CHS, Jr. (.373BA, 13RBIs, 8 Doubles, 4 Sac/Bunts, 
8 Stolen bases)
Third base
Morgan Grimm, FIHS, Sr. (88 percent field percentage, 2 Double plays, 
14RBIs)
Left Field
Carrington Robinson, OPHS, Sr. 
Centerfield
Katie Kistler, OHS, So. (.431BA, 17 RBIs, 13 doubles, 29 runs scored, 22 
stolen bases in 25 attempts)
Right field
Lexi Northway KHHS, Sr. (Hit .511 with three doubles, 10 RBIs, 23 runs 
scored and 22 stolen bases)

Honorable mention
CHS: Haley Stone 3B (8 Doubles), Charlotte Denapoli CF/P (5 Sac. bunts, 
2.62ERA, 24Ks)
FIHS: Sammy Dill CF/P (1.12 ERA, 4-0), Maya Littles (.323, 10RBIs, 1HR), 
Mady Lanoux SS (.471BA, 3HRs, 13RBIs, 5Errors in 50 touches, 2 Double 
Plays)
RHS: Sarah Anderson 3B (.333BA), Raven Little 1B, Brittany Michael P 
(106K, 11-2-0), Brooke Michael C, Hannah Foster SS
OHS: Madison Mifsud (.303BA), Cambria Arturo P (7-1-1, 75K, 1-09 
ERA); 
KHHS: Megan Moncrief P (2.48ERA, 11-4, 28Ks, .310BA)
OPHS: Ramsy Phillips 2B, Addyson Mauldin C (.351BA, 2HRs), Kayla 
Saunders OF, Jenna Hiers P
MHS: Hunter Padgett 2B, Payton Mahon 1B, Haleigh Wright OF, Emily 
Stewart OF
SJCDS: Bhealor Young INF (22RBIs), Maddie Wilkes SS (4HRs, .531BA), 
Brianna Enter P (8-3-1, 97Ks, 1.89 ERA, 21RBIs, .511BA), Natalia Burnsed 
1B (27RBIs, .405BA), Linsey Arnett C (.452BA)

All County Softball 



Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN

www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)

Unfurnished
Apartments

DISH Network. 190+ channels.
FREE Install. FREE Hopper HD-DVR.
$49.99/month (24 mos). Add High
Speed Internet $14.95 (where avail.)
CALL Today & SAVE 25%!
1-855-895-7245

4/20 Meds Get your medical marijuana
cards,any Debilitating Condition.

Fast easy service.
ST Augustine 904-299-5300,
Gainesville 352-306-0220,

Orlando 2 locations
407-755-1022 or 321-247-7667

ANF
Advertising Networks of Florida

Reach Over 5 Million Readers with Newspaper Advertising
904.579.2154

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? 
You And Your Family May Be 

Award. Call  855-259-0557 

Building Supplies

-
-

Earthlink High Speed
Internet. As Low

As $14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink

Today 1-877-929-1176

Medicare doesn't cover all of your
medical expenses. A Medicare
Supplemental Plan can help cov-
er costs that Medicare does not.
Get a free quote today by calling
now. Hours: 24/7. 1-800-866-3027

TWO BEAUTIFUL
BURIAL PLOTS IN

"APOSTLES GARDEN"
OF JACKSONVILLE MEMORY

GARDENS CEMETERY
SECTION 225A;

LOT #3 & #4 BOTH LOTS
ASKING $4200 OBO,
A SAVINGS OF $700

ON CURRENT PRICING
CALL: 772-532-5295

FDA-Registered Hearing Aids.
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home
Trial. Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear
Sound. If you decide to keep it,
PAY ONLY $299 per aid. FREE
Shipping. Call Hearing Help Ex-
press 1- 877-442-6921

Do you have chronic knee or
back pain? If you have insur-
ance, you may qualify for the
perfect brace at little to no cost.
G e t  y o u r s  t o d a y !

1-800-862-8392

Satellite Sales
& Service

Health Service/
Medical

Medical Supplies

Medical-Grade HEARING AIDS
for LESS THAN $200! FDA-
Registered. Crisp, clear sound,
state of-the-art features & no
audiologist needed. Try it RISK

FREE for 45 Days!
CALL 1-855-504-5893

Cross Country Moving, Long dis-
tance Moving Company, out of state
move. $799 Long Distance Movers.
Get Free quote on your Long
distance move 1-800-214-4604 CPF

**LOT FOR SALE**
100X164
NEXT TO

1630 SPRUCE ST IN
GREEN COVE SPRINGS

ASKING $17000
CALL FOR INFO
904-825-4902 OR

904-501-7893

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

Unable to work due to injury or
illness? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc.,
Social Security Disability Attorneys!
FREE Evaluation. 1-800-860-6175!
Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC.
Office: Broward Co. FL., Mbr. TX/NM
Bar. Local Attorneys Nationwide.

Land & Lots
for Sale

Cross Country Moving, Long dis-
tance Moving Company, out of state
move. $799 Long Distance Movers.
Get Free quote on your Long
distance move 1-800-214-4604

Financial
Service

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting
battery of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 855-397-7056

Moving &
Storage

Use Kennel Dip
to control fleas, ticks, mange
mites & sable flies. Control
mosquitoes where they breed!

RUSSELLS FEED & FARM
(904) 291-5725)
(kennelvax.com)

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-800-726-2194

BUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

Pet Supplies /
Services

Water Damage. Dealing with water
damage requires immediate action.
Local professionals that respond
immediately. Nationwide and 24/7.
No mold calls. Call today!
1-800-730-6976

PETS &PETS &
ANIMALSANIMALS

MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP Get
Stronger & Harder Erections Immedi-
ately. Gain 1-3 Inches Permanently &
Safely. Guaranteed Results. FDA
L icensed.  F ree  Brochure .
1-800-354-3944 www.DrJoelKaplan
.com

**Marine dock Builder 
Carpenter/framer** 

and Laborers
Calusa builders's Inc 

call M-F 8-2

904-284-3474 OR 
Send Resume To

www.buildingit2017 
@gmail.com

Home
Improvements

Help Wanted
Full-Time

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restric-
tions apply 1-800-496-2603

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company for
details. NOT just a discount plan,
REAL coverage for
350 procedures. 855-404-2263 or
http://www.dental50plus.com/cpf

SAVE on Medicare Supplement
Insurance! Get a FAST and FREE
Rate Quote from Medicare.com.
No Cost! No Obligation! Compare
Quotes from Major Insurance
Cos. Operators Standing By.

CALL 1-844-857-4389

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

LOST DOG!!
PLEASE HELP ME FIND MY 4
POUND CHIHUAHUA EL-
LA. SHE WAS WITH MY
FATHER IN HIS CAR. HE
PULLED OVER TO CHECK A
TIRE IN PENNY FARMS
NEAR THE CEMETERY
AND SHE GOT OUT. EYE
WITNESS SAYS AN OLDER
WOMAN PICKED HER UP IN A
SLIVER CAR THINKING SHE
WAS ABANDONED. PLEASE
HELP ME FIND MY BABY. MY
NAME IS JENNA CREWS AND
MY NUMBER
IS 407-310-5966

FAST Internet! Hughes Net Satel-
lite Internet. High-Speed. Avail
Anywhere. Speeds to 15 mbps.
Starting at $59.99/mo. Call for
L i m i t e d  T i m e  P r i c e
1-800-958-6917

Lost & Found

OXYGEN
Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to
refill. No deliveries. Only 2.8
pounds! FAA approved! FREE

info kit. Call 1-888-572-4944

Were you an INDUSTRIAL or
CONSTRUCTION TRADESMAN
and recently diagnosed with
LUNG CANCER? You and your
family may be entitled to a
SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call
1-855-839-6761 for your risk free
consultation.

ALL ANTIQUES WANTED Jewelry,
Artwork, Porcelain, Art Glass, Silver,
Chinese Antiques, Designer, Mid-
Century Furniture, Handbags. Elite
Auctioneers. www.eliteauction.com
Palm Beach 561-301-9421

Spectrum Triple Play. TV, Internet
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per
second speed. No contract or
commitment. We buy your existing
contract up to $500! 1-877-279-4652

Antiques /
Collectibles

ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

Health Service/
Medical

Health Service/
Medical

Satellite Sales
& Service

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

Monday
12:00 p.m.

TO REACH 
OUR OFFICE 

CALL:
579-2154

Visit us at:
3513 U.S. Hwy. 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS:
All ads are non-refundable. 
Please check your ad copy 
the first week of publication. 
We will only apply credit for 
the first run and credits are 
subject to approval by the 
Publisher. If ad is cancelled 
prior to the first insertion, 
cancellation must be made 
by the classified deadline of 
Monday by 12p.m. Ads must 
comply with Federal, State 
or local laws. We are not re-
sponsible for ad content. Ads 
are subject to approval by 
the pulisher.

PRIVATE
PARTY

Starting At

$1450/WK
NON-REFUNDABLE

Call 579-2154

GARAGE 
SALE

Starting At

$2100
Both Clay Today & Clay County 

Leader & online now!

AUTOMOTIVE 
NETWORK

4 Lines - 3 Weeks
Starting At

$2995 218,000
readers in
Clay, Duval
& St. Johns 
Counties

Must mention the special
Clay Today price!

COMPLETE
MARKET

COVERAGE...
from ,000 readers in

Orange Park, Keystone Heights, 
Middleburg, Green Cove 

Springs, Fleming Island and 
Penney Farms! It’s easy,
convenient and it works.

CALL TODAY 579-2154

All Line Ads are 4 Lines, 20 to 25
Characters Per Line.

*Additional Lines May Be Purchased.
*All Rates Are NET.

Private Party Line
Rates:

$14.50 1 wk, $24.50 2 wks,
$32.50 3 wks, $39.00 4 wks

(Couches, T.V’s, Beds,
Household Items, Etc.

Commercial Line
Rates:

$23.00 1 wk, $40.00 2 wks,
$57.00 3 wks, $72.00 4 wks

(Cars, Renting or Selling
Real Estate or Advertise

Your Business or Service)

Employment
Spotlight:
(2” Minimum)

1 Week: $25.50 Per Inch

Garage Sale
1 Week: $21.00

Business
& Svc. Directory:

1.5” x 2” $77.00/4 Weeks
1.5” x 3” $154/4 Weeks

RATE GUIDE FOR:

claytodayonline.com

Serving Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Penney Farms Middleburg

CLASSIFIEDCOUNTY
Clay
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Business
Service 
Directory

4 papers, 1 price  
Rates start as low 
as$77for4 weeks

Call Martha 
904-579-2154

TODAY
CLAY OAKLEAF

S i O kl f A l & W Cl C

THEC L A Y  C O U N T Y THE LEADER IN LOCAL NEWS

Auto Marine     Home    

Oakleaf Plantation 
Insurance Agency, LLC

FREE Quotes Call Allan 
904-236-5347

Life & 
Accident

904-282-9061

Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Pruning, Land Clearing, 

Crane Services
24 Hour Emergency Services 

Fully Insured, Licensed &  Workers Comp
Locally Owned & Operated 45 Years

FREE ESTIMATES

Macs Tree Inc

 Mail or deliver entry form to the Clay Today office. Must be 18 to win. 
Winners will be notified. One winner per household. 

Name

Phone

Win a Jacksonville Zoo
 Family 4 Pack

Cristal Clear 
Window Cleaning

Locally owned & Operated 
Licensed and Insured

904-525-7946

Window Cleaning 
Gutter Cleanout 
Free Estimates

Pojack
“uCall – iHaul”

904-999-9855

Hauls for as 
little as $99*

www.facebook.com/jerome.jackson.336

*Call for details

Call 904-477-4148

Handyman
Services By Carrey Allen 

FREE
ESTIMATES 

Interior
Exterior
Repair
Let me 
build your 
next Project

HOMEBUYERS LLC
“Transition Services” 
Downsizing? Leave it!

No cost you, no repairs!
Ca$h in weeks, not months!

888-754-2530
www.HapsHomeBuyers.com

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing an ad in this section, 
call 579-2154

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 and Newer! 

-

888-686-1704

-

877-589-1250

-

800-375-3305

-

4745

-

855-794-7358

-

-

1-888-278-6168

-

-
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Make a Connection. Real People,
Flirty Chat. Meet Singles right
now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE.
Call NOW: 855-334-7726

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE. Have your product idea
developed affordably by the Re-
search & Development pros and
presented to manufacturers. Call
1-844-349-8351 for a Free Idea
Starter Guide. Submit your idea for a
free consultation.

Become a published author! Publica-
tions sold at all major secular &
specialty Christian bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith Publishing for your
FREE author submission kit.
1-844-506-6434

Call Empire Today® to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate on
Carpeting & Flooring. Call To-

day! 1-800-214-0166

WE’REWE’RE
ALL   ALL
EARS     EARS

Questions?
Comments?
Story Ideas?
Let us know 

how we’re doing.

3513 US Highway 17
Fleming Island, FL 32003

904.579.2154

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, deliv-
ered to-the-door Omaha Steaks!
SAVE 75% PLUS get 4 more Burgers
& 4 more Kielbasa FREE! Order The
Family Gourmet Buffet - ONLY
$49.99. Call 1-844-275-9596 mention
code 51689ADS or visit www.Omah
aSteaks.com/good43

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE/no
obligation. CALL 1-855-836-8564

Always Protect Your Family! Final
Expense/Burial  Insurance.
$30,000 Coverage Only $1 per

day! No Med Exam!
Free Consult

Call Today 1-855-385-4423

*** FOR SALE**

(1) Camper canopy cover
New still in plastic
cost $1185 asking $400

(2) Sleep number bed like new
queen size asking $400

(3 )Tools and trailer
retiring contractor,
you need it, I got it
come by and make offer

(4) Harley enthusiast, FOR
SALE collection of "Easy Rider"
magazine have very first issue
to current

CONTACT BILL
AT 904-874-8188

SUPPORT our service members,
veterans and their families in their
time of need. For more information
visit the Fisher House website at
www.fisherhouse.org.

Get an iPhone 8 or Samsung
Galaxy8 for $34/month. Call AT&T
Wireless today to learn how to get a
new phone. Call while supplies last.
1-855-892-2388

Mail this form with 
payment to: 

3513 U.S. Highway 17 
Fleming Island, FL 32003  

Or drop it by the offi  ce 
We are open 8:30 a.m - 5 p.m. 

Monday-Friday 
Call 264-3200 or 579-2154

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. CALL
1-800-902-7815

Miscellaneous

DONATE YOUR CAR FOR BREAST
CANCER! Help United Breast Foun-
dation education, prevention, &
support programs. FAST FREE

PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE
TAX DEDUCTION 1-844-513-9098

Autos For Sale

Advertise a job opportunity 
with us call Martha 264-3200 
or email: martha@opcfla.com

28 year established contracting firm with full benefits is 
now accepting applications for qualified applicants. Gateway 
Contracting, Inc. offers health insurance, vacation, paid 
holidays and 401k benefits, and provides stability, training, 
and growth for our employees. We are growing and have the 
need to fill the following positions. 

If you are interested and qualify, please apply 
online at www.gatewaycontractinginc.com.

FULL-TIME POSITION AVAILABLE:

q PARTS/MATERIAL RUNNER

Qualified applicants must have good driving record and pass 
background check. DFWP Call (904) 388-4799

NOW HIRING
Gibson Truck & Equip. 
is hiring CDL drivers 
with a Class B license. 
Must have no less than 
2 years experience.
Must have a clean MVR 
and pass Drug Test.
Please contact 

Joy @ 904-289-9549 
for details

Thinking of 
Advertising 

in the Clay Today?
For more informa� on

call (904) 579-2154
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!

Unfurnished
ApartmentsTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION
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loomingWellness is

Hawthorne
22066 SE 71st Ave.

352-481-2700

Interlachen
1213 SR 20

386-684-4914

St. Augustine
105 Whitehall Dr., Ste. 109

904-829-2782

Hastings
201 W. Lattin St.
904-692-1508

Green Cove Springs
1305 N Orange Ave., Ste. 120 

904-284-5904

Crescent City
306 Union Ave.
386-698-1232

Palatka Medical
1302 River St.
386-328-8371

Welaka
405 Elm St.

386-467-3171

Palatka Dental
2503 President St.

386-328-7638

 Azalea Health has you covered with quality care
 for the whole family!  

Our team of medical, dental and mental health 
professionals will tailor your health care to meet 

your needs!

We WELCOME New Patients! 
Most insurance accepted, including Medicaid & Medicare.

Make a same-day appointment or schedule your appointment in advance!

Discounted pricing for Qualified Patients.  
Learn more about our “sliding fee scale” at www.azahealth.org.

Gainesville Dental
410 NE Waldo Rd.

352-375-3790

Keystone Heights
100 Commercial Dr.

352-473-6595

Palm Coast
460 Palm Coast Pkwy SW, Ste. 5

386-246-3954

Annual physicals are an important tool 
for the early detection of diseases and 

chronic conditions.

Schedule your visit to one of our 
convenient locations today!

St. Augustine Dental
250 State Rd. 207

904-824-3322

Daytona Beach
1425 & 1455 Dunn Ave.

386-323-9600
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